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Discoveries 


Years ago, when I first considered the possibility of writing about our family, my father and I 
went to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. and met with the 
museum's Curator, Susan Snyder, 


Then, in the autumn of 2017, I retrieved a message on our home answering machine from 
Susan Snyder. She had just been contacted by Mr. Jacobson, who had some information about 
Rosalie Siebenschein Schnek. I immediately sent an email, explaining how Rosalie was 
related to us. Rosalie was my grandfather Julius Schifferes' first cousin. 


Susan Snyder had been contacted by a man in Texas whose family had held on to a letter that 
Rosalie had written to Mr. Jacobson's grandfather in 1938. After doing some research on the 
computer, she noticed that I had initiated a search for Rosalie and her husband through the Red 
Cross and the International Tracing Service. That is how this discovery unfolded. 


The letter that the Jacobson family wanted to personally deliver to the Museum had travelled 
from Philadelphia to Texas and was safeguarded there for all these years. 


Just as my mother, in her desperation in 1938, had written to every single person with the last 
name of Strauss, her maiden name, in hopes of finding someone to sponsor her and members 
of our family, so did Rosalie. The reason for my mother choosing the Washington, D.C., 
Strausses for her search was that that was the only American phone book the American 
Embassy in Vienna possessed at that time. 


The reason Rosalie Siebenschein Schnek wrote to the Jacobson family was that one of her 
mother-in-law's relatives with the surname Haas had emigrated to America some fifty years 
previously and she was hoping that the Jacobson's relative would be that family! Here is a 
copy of an email, sent to me on March 12, 2019, where Jill Jacobson explains how Rosalie's 
letter came to be 1n their possession: 


"Regarding our letter from Rosalie, my grandmother's maiden name was Haas. Rosalie 
states in her letter that her mother-in-law's maiden name was Haas and that some of her 
relatives went to the U.S. about fifty years earlier. She appears to have had access to some 
kind of a directory (perhaps a phone book) where she found a listing for my great- 
grandfather, Harry Haas in Philadelphia. She was hoping they were somehow connected since 
they had a common last name. I can only imagine how many letters like this she must have 
sent in the hopes she could find some distant relative that could help them get out of Austria. 
Unfortunately, there was no connection between our family and the Schnecks but my great- 
grandfather kept the letter, which then was passed down to my grandmother and then to my 
dad. In 1994, I had a college research project that required me to contact organizations like 
the Red Cross to try and get information on a subject. I decided to see if I could find out if the 
Schnecks had been successful in finding their way out of Austria. I contacted several 
organizations including the American Red Cross, Yad Vashem and the U.S. Holocaust 
Museum in my quest for information. At that time, none of the organizations had any records 


of Rosalie and Robert. It wasn't until we read the letter you received from the Red Cross in 
2003 that we had confirmation on what happened to the Schnecks[sic]. We never expected or 
imagined when we contacted the USHMM regarding the donation of the letter that we would 
be connected to someone who was actually related to Rosalie. That was a bright spot in the 
very sad story. We feel the letter is now exactly where it should be so that Rosalie's story can 
be preserved." 


So when Jill Jacobson and her father came to Washington to present the letter to the USHMM, 
I was there! It was a bit surreal. 


Below 1s a copy of the actual letter, written by our relative, Rosalie Schnek Siebenschein, that 
the Jacobson family donated to the Museum. 
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Transcription of Rosalie Schnek's letter 


Vienna, 9" March 1939 


Dear Mr. Haas, 

Some relatives of my mother-in-law—her maiden name having been Haas like yours— 
went to America about fifty years ago and having got your address I hope you might be one of 
them and beg to apply for your help. And perhaps my most fervent wish will not be 
disappointed and you might be able to procure me and my husband an affidavit for the United 
States of America. 

These twenty years my husband has been employed in quite independent positions of 
trust and specialized [sic] as to tariffs and calculations as an international forwarding-agent 
at the greatest Austrian export-firms, the “Elin” Electrical Industry ..., Vienna, and the well- 
known linoleum firm Blum e Haas, Vienna and our future seemed to be perfectly safe. You 
will understand my despair by learning that owing to the political circumstances prevailing 
here at present he was dismissed only on accounts [sic] of being a Non-Arian, Evangelic A.B. 
by confession and I being a Jewess. As a matter of fact there are no prospects whatever here 
for us and besides life has got quite unbearable, as especially the last months have revealed 
quite clearly we really do not know from hour to hour what the next might bring and are living 
in a constant fear of personal insecurity. 

As to my husbands [sic] features, he is well versed in everything belonging to his 
occupation and knows English, French and German, and is a learned chauffeur. Besides he 
owns a particular aptitude to adapt himself to any kind of work, is of healthy an [sic] robust 
constitution and thus able to accomplish it. Once permitted to stay in a country he is 
convinced soon to be able to earn his living as he is used to work hard and should not mind 
whatever work it might be. Just the same it is with me, knowing the same languages, being an 
attested and most skillful dressmaker and excellent cook. 

All our hope is set upon you and your generosity, for your affidavit would mean 
everything to us: The possibility to build up a new life. We are anxious to hear from you soon 
and be to be [sic] sure that our profound gratitude, born in an hour like this will last[t] for 
ever. 

Yours most sincerely 


Lilli Schnek. 


Personal dates: 
Robert Schnek, 2 Gardegasse, Vienna 62. 
born 9" Jul 1899 in Vienna, German citizen. 
Rosalie Schnek (maidenname Siebenschein) 
Born 27" April 1903 in Vienna. 


In 2003, I filled out forms through the ITS (International Tracing Service) for both Rosalie and 
Robert Schnek. On June 21, 2019, I received some information, via email, about Rosalie and 
Robert: 


ROSALIE SCHNECK 

Date of Birth: 27 Apr 1903 

Address: Draganic, YU. 

Place Deported: chem. Jugoslawien/unbekanntes Lager 
Other ID: 88524 SOURCE 


Title: Osterreichische Opfer des Holocaust 


ROBERT SCHNECK 

Date of Birth: 9 Jul 1899 

Address: Wien 7, Gardegasse 2/5 

Place Deported: Draganic/unbekanntes Lager 
Other ID: 88641 SOURCE 

Title: Osterreichische Opfer des Holocaust 


Description: Electronic data compiled from index cards of those deported from 
Vienna which are held by the Israelitische Kultusgemeinde in Vienna, from an 
unknown source between 1945 and 1947, and additional data compiled from 
various databases; data includes names, transports, last address and dates of 
birth, death and deportation 


Arthur and Marie Schifferes 


What then became an even more unbelievable event was when I received an email in February 
2019 from a man in England whose mother had been good friends with Marie Schifferes, the 
widow of Arthur Schifferes, my father's uncle who had been murdered at Dachau in 1938! 


Below you will see the photo and the email I received from Roger Smith. 


"I have been given your contact details by Randy Schoenberg who I contacted on the Geni 
website with regard to Arthur Shifferes. 

Marie was a friend of our family for many years in 
Henley on Thames, England. Upon her death in November 
1989 my mother inherited some papers and photographs 
from her but never studied them. She has passed them on to 
me and I have enlisted the help of a friend who is able to 
translate the German language. 

It would appear that some of these documents relate to 
Arthur's incarceration in Dachau and Marie's move to the 
UK as a refugee. There are a number of photographs which 
are almost certainly of this couple and others, possibly of 
family members. 


I would be glad to forward copies of the files to you if you 
are interested. 





Yours 
Roger" 


In the second email from Roger Smith, dated February 24, 2019, he wrote the following: 

"IT cannot recall exactly when our relationship with Schiffy began. My eldest sister is 
certain that we knew her in the 60s whilst she was still at School. She would have left school 
by 1966. I don't know if she spoke to my parents about her ordeals but I'm aware that they 
knew something about her earlier years in England. As a young boy I would not have been 
included in any conversations about more personal events and probably wouldn't have taken 
much notice of other information. I remember Schiffy saying that a time came when she 
started to dream in the English language! I also recall my mother commenting on how she 
came to this country having been raised in a somewhat privileged environment with little or no 
knowledge of domestic skills only to find herself having to undertake domestic work. A well-to- 
do family in Shiplake, 3 miles from Henley, took her in and supported her through this. Some 
of the documentation indicates that she first lived in the suburbs of London. 
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31 Cork Street, the building on the right with the bicycle outside, was the first address in her 
registration card dated June Ist. 1939. By November she had moved to Balham in the SW 
suburbs and was unemployed. One month later her address is Shiplake where she was 
evacuated to following the outbreak of WWII. The registration document shows her 
movements until 1948 when she was granted her Certificate of Nationalisation. 


After that Iam aware that she worked with one or two families, one in Sherbourne, Dorset, 
who she kept in contact with. Some of the letters might be from those families. 
I don't know if wider members of the family across the world were known to her; some letters 


might reveal answers to this question. 





! 7 . —o. | 
She is the second from the left in the photo "] 955 081 5-Arnoldstein" which indicates that she 


returned to Austria to reunite with family who may well have talked about other relatives. 


Originally I did a Google search on the name "Schifferes" which eventually took me to the 
GENI genealogy website https://www.geni.com/people/Arthur- 
Schifferes/6000000034156849402 . I sent a message to the Profile Manager which is Randy 
Schoenberg... Isn't the internet a wonderful phenomena enabling people all around the world 
from different backgrounds to connect with each other!" 


In a later email from Roger Smith, dated March 1, 2019, he wrote: 

"I shall not be able to ask my mother about Marie Schifferes as she passed away in her 
sleep this morning. It is not a time for sadness or grief; after 93 years, 6 months and 22 days 
in a human frame it is marvelous to think that my mother's soul has moved on to the next 
world. That is not to say that I don't feel sad for our loss. Today I lit a candle for her and am 
taking time off work to reflect & remember." 


In the meanwhile, I sent Roger a CD of copies of the two books about our family and he 
responded on March 7, 2019: 


"I have finished reading your father's recollections. Thank you for allowing me to get to 
know your family and their experiences. It is a remarkable collection of accounts of the best in 
people and the worst in people and so interesting to discover the way of life in previous 
generations. The many photographs portray dignity and kindness with remarkable 
consistency. How gentle so many of those photographed must have been. I was touched by the 
bonds between family and friends and the determination and resilience shown in such adverse 
conditions, the thought of which stirs feelings of fear and sadness within me. Adversity does, 
so often, bring out the best in people. I was particularly interested in reading your father's 
personal account of his time as a prisoner and the knowledge that, for some, their optimism 
allowed them to imagine something better beyond their awful predicament. I have long 
believed that physical fitness is so very important as none of us know when we will need all the 


strength we can muster but I only considered times of illness and old age, when physical 
fitness would maximise the probability of recovery and prolonged independence. Now I also 
see how it is of benefit to anyone who finds themselves in any impoverished and stressful 
situation. As cosy and secure [as] England appears to be I never rule out the possibility that 
we could become one of those persecuted peoples we still hear about around the world. 

I was glad to know that Stephan and his mother spent time in our country and had the 
opportunity to enjoy the English countryside. The photograph of him with his bicycle led me to 
remember the many cycle rides I have taken over the years and imagine him riding down the 
winding country lanes which England is so famous for. The thought of him having that 
pleasure after all he had gone through was pleasing. 

I managed to keep the thread of who was who until it came to placing more distant 
relatives and their siblings and cousins but I believe I got the gist of it!" 


YAD VASHEM 


The Holocaust Martyrs’ and Heroes’ Remembrance Authority 
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This is the form from Yad VaShem I filled out for my father, who was seeking information 
about his Onkel Arthur Schifferes. 
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Arthur's Birth Certificate 
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This is the list of names, birthdates and Hebrew names of the Schifferes children, which hangs 
in our house. 
Markus--Mordechai 
Arthur--Avraham 
Bertha--Belah 
Ernst--Moshe 
Carl--Pinhas 
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Bertha 


Ernst, Leopold, Arthur 
Carl 
Arthur Schifferes, who was born in Vienna on March 5, 1880, was the second child of 
Leopold Schifferes and Hermine née Jeiteles. My grandmother, Bertha, whom we called 
Moma, had two older brothers and two younger brothers. Their mother, Hermine, died (July 
20, 1894) of childbirth fever shortly after Carl's birth (June 22, 1894). 


After Samuel Schifferes' death on June 3, 1897, the whole Schifferes Family lived together on 
Ludwiggasse. Samuel's widow Ottilie (née Siebenschein) was the one to care for Carl. In 
fact, Carl called her "Mama", since he knew no other mother, although she was actually his 
aunt. 


According to my grandmother Bertha, Marcus and Arthur, her two elder brothers, were not 
good to their father, even going so far as to sue him for the inheritance after their mother's 
death. So, the family was estranged, and my father barely knew two of his uncles. 


When my father and I went to Vienna in 1968 on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of his 
graduation from Gymnasium, he first learned about the existence of his cousin Hermine who 
was named after her grandmother Hermine Jeiteles Schifferes. Cousin Hermine was the only 
child of Markus Schifferes. Ernst Schifferes passed away on February 24, 1933. Markus died 
on March 31, 1937. 


Upon my father's release from Dachau Concentration Camp on January 4, 1939, he was told 


by one of the Nazis that someone with the surname Schifferes had died in the next Block. He, 
of course, realized that it was his estranged uncle Arthur Schifferes. Both my grandmother and 
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father knew that Arthur's widow, Marie (also called Mizzi), lived in England, but there was 
never any attempt on their part, or on her part, to make contact. 


After receiving many emails and numerous other items of interest from Roger Smith in 
England, I decided that I would write an Addendum to my two books in order to pass on more 
information about our family. In addition, | came across some documents that our relatives 
needed to fill out before their emigration. Thus, the Addendum became Addenda! 


I am extremely grateful to Roger Smith for his persistence in tracking me through Randy 
Schoenberg. I dedicate this to Roger and to the memory of his dear mother, Cicely Georgina 
Smith, who was Marie Kojzar Schifferes' (died November 1989) friend from Henley on 
Thames. Without Roger's efforts, | would have never known nor received what I am about to 
reveal about the fate of Arthur Schifferes, my great uncle. 


I am also thankful for all the help I received with the bureaucratic translations from various 
relatives and friends. Many thanks go to my dear friend, Diane Levy, to my nephew, Michael 
Gurin, and my cousins, Anthony Kahane, and Robert and Louise Beig. Also, I would like to 
express gratitude to my friends, Peter Zimmer, Gabrielle Fassbeck, and Martina Strehlen. 
And I could not have achieved this without the love, support, and help given by my darling 
husband. 
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Arthur Schifferes 
1901 
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Carl Marcus 


This photo (circa 1903) was amongst the other items in Marie Schifferes' collection. 
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Imperial and Royal Reich War Ministry 


Completion of Reserve Duty from 23 December 1906 until 
1 January 1907 Lieutenant in the Reserve 
Seine kaiserliche und konigliche 
Apostolische Majestat 
haben mit der Allerhochsten Entschliessung 
vom 23. Dezember 1906 


Sie [mit 1. Janner 1907[ zum 
Leutnant in der Reserve 
mit dem Range vom I. Janner 1907, Rang Nr. 1176, 


beim Infanterieregiment [Par...? - name of regiment] No. 12 
allergnddigst zu ... geruft. 





Wien, am 27. Dezember 1906. 
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"At this time (1916, in the middle of WW I) Arthur was a retired Lieutenant. It seems as if 
Arthur had applied to be accepted as an active Lieutenant in the Platzkommando in Vienna to 
do administrative duties. This writing says that Arthur is accepted to fulfill his military service 
in the Platzkommando in Vienna. Additionally it says that this correspondence and the two 
certificates he received when he 1) was appointed a reserve Lieutenant and 2) when he was 
appointed Lieutenant off duty are sufficient to legitimize himself when attending the office. 
The writing goes on by saying that a medical certificate giving information about being fit for 
service is neither required nor allowed/permissible. So I am not sure (and the writing gives no 
further information) whether Arthur applied voluntarily for military service or was drafted and 
applied to serve in the Platzkommando to avoid having to serve as an active soldier 
somewhere at the front-line." [Interpreted by Peter Zimmer]. 


The following information about Marcus and Arthur Schifferes was provided by Anthony 
Kahane: 





Marcus Schifferes 


"About Marcus and Arthur working together, the entry from 11 May 1912 reads: 

Wien IX., Porzellangasse 54, Chemiker M. Schifferes & Bruder, Handel mit chemischen Produkten. Ausgetreten 
der G[esellschaft] Marcus Schifferes. Nunmehriger Alleininhaber: Arthur Schifferes. Derselbe [i.e., Arthur] 
zeichnet die Firma in der Weise, dass er unter dem Firmenwortlaut den Anfangsbuchstaben seines Vornamens 
und den vollen Zunamen schreibt. 


From this, it seems that Marcus left this particular firm and only Arthur was left as its owner. I 
understand the last bit as meaning that Arthur wanted to use his own initial (A) in the name of 
the firm. 
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Loschungen nachstehender Firmen: 


IX., Porzellangasse 54, Chemiker M. Schifferes & Bruder, Handel mit chemischen Produkten, infolge 
Gewerbezurtcklegung. 


I am not sure whether this means the company was completely dissolved, or whether it was 
somehow 'put on hold’. Marcus, of course, had other companies, including the Portolac 


Holzmasse Gesellschaft (mentioned 1n the article of 15 March 1913), whose address was at 
Porzellangasse 49." 
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This photo of my father's youngest Onkel Karl, was also in Marie Schifferes' collection. 
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Dedication on back of Karl's photo 
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Ay chee nee SSOP OE. Vey COLNE owe Ra ee a ae eh ee re Cee 
Dieses Bildchen sei Dir, so oft 
Du es ansiehst, die Gewissheit, dass 
Dich allein Dein treuer Karl 
ewig liebt. 


Wien, am 30. Janner 1918 





Translation: This picture, whenever you look at it, should serve as a reminder of your faithful Karl's 
endless love for you. Vienna, January 30, 1918 


On December 21, 2020 Anthony Kahane sent the following email regarding Arthur Schifferes' 
first marriage: 


"We had thought at one point that she was Karoline (Caroline) FLEISCHMANN. In fact, 
her maiden name was GOLDZIEHER. This is the record of the divorce of Arthur and 
Caroline, in 1916, on the GenTeam website:" 
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Divorces/Scheidungs Index: 1870-1942 


Searching for Surname (phonetically like) : SCHIFFERES 


2 matching records found. 
Run on Mon, 30 Nov 2020 07:57:48 -0700 


Number Husband Marriage Date 
————_—__||—__. ss... Place of Birth $e Children 
Date Wife Marriage Place 
ae SSS SSS SSSSSSSSESSSSSSSSSa-EEEEeEE— eee 


eae ece Arthur 1s 4/10/1908 
Sian ioigs an. 27/1916 eninchiewn ae Karoline Wien” Magyarfalva 
| 
393 Schifferes, Marcus Wien 3/2/1909 
6/3/1918 Diamant, Elsa Wien Wien 


It also records the second divorce of Marcus Schifferes and Elsa Diamant in 1918. 





"In March 1917, Caroline remarried, to Julius (Jaques) FLEISCHMANN, son of Siegmund 
FLEISCHMANN and Bertha POLLAK. He was born in Vienna on 2 August 1880. Caroline 


was born in Vienna on 25 February 1882 and her parents were Ferdinand GOLDZIEHER and 
Therese MALLNER. 


I attach the marriage record (in two screenshots), which was conducted by the Jewish military 
chaplaincy in Vienna." (Email from Anthony Kahane). 
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"T cannot find any further record of Caroline. Jacob Fleischmann was deported from Vienna 
Izbica on 9 April 1942 (see attached GenTeam listing)." 


DOW: Jewish Deportations from Austria 


Searching for Surname (phonetically like) : FLEISCHMANN AND 
Givenname (DM soundex) : JAKOB 


2 matching records found. 
Run on Mon, 30 Nov 2020 08:02:27 -0700 


Deportation 


ate Date of 


Death 
Last Address 


Deported From 


Place of 
Death 





Deported To 


# 
SSS EN] 
1942 
12669 _ 02.08. ee EAN shia as 
See Ee Jakob Wien 9, Kolingasse Wien 17(Iz) 
ae ———— || 4/24 — 
= ae 

——————————————————————————————— 


"One strange thing that appears on GenTeam concerns the conversion of Arthur. They show 
that he converted from Judaism on 29 May 1918. However, there is another record on 
GenTeam, for conversions to Judaism, suggesting that he (or someone else with the same 
name) converted (back) to Judaism in 1919. I do not have the full records for these 
conversions but I attach the screenshots of the GenTeam results." (Email from Anthony 
Kahane). 
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Converts from Judaism: 1915-1945 


Searching for Surname (phonetically like) : SCHIFFERES 


6 matching records found. 
Run on Mon, 30 Nov 2020 07:57:07 -0700 


513 Fried 28.09.1873 tank 

——————— || Schifferes, Hermine —————$ | , 2 Ferdinandstr. 15 
12/27/1915 42 St. Polten 

222 05.03.1880 ger. getrennt 

——_———— || Schifferes, Arthur 8 ——————_—— | || 17 Ranftlg. 5 
05/29/1918 3 Wien Kaufmann 


109 Diamant 21.08.1887 ger. getrennt 

—————— || Schifferes, Elsa a Roce 
01/15/1919 32 Wien Private 

151 02/06/1915 ledi 

——_———— || Schifferes, Hedwig —_—_—_ 8 2 Gr. Schiffg. 3 
03/17/1933 Wien 

26 08/09/1917 ledig 

——————|| Schifferes, Otto : ——_—_—_———— | || 9 Tiirkenstr. 22a 
03/05/1936 9 Wien Infanterist 

279 Czerny 04.08.1889 verw. 

——————— ||Schifferes, Leopoldine || ———————- || ——————-" || | 2. GroBe Schiffg. 3/24 
04/02/1936 || 1147 | Wien Pf. St. Leopold _|| Private | | | 


Converts to Judaism: 1868-1945 


Searching for Surname (phonetically like) : SCHIFFERES 


3 matching records found. 
Run on Mon, 30 Nov 2020 07:56:42 -0700 


iow [ocr —_[sehiterssomet [JJ [sd 
oot [os [onhitersone |] || —-+i.—_| 
99 foe [oeiternace ] 


(It is uncertain if this is the same Arthur) 
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The following photos of Arthur and Marie were in the collection, which were sent to me by 
Roger Smith. Life seemed good. 








Soe 


Arthur and Marie. June 16, 1 915 
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December 8, 1917 
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Arthur and Marie with aniden 
May 21, 1919 


tified man 


Arthur and Marie 
circa 1920 
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1923 





pa | 


~ - te 


Arthur and 


1923 


oe a -. — 


at 








le ae eget ee 


Niatie on the beach at Nord 
July 13, 1923 
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Life was good at Norderney ] 
(Norderney is one of the East Frisian Islands off the North Sea Coast of Germany (1923). 
Arthur encircled in red.) 
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1927 


August 21 


Venice, 1924 





1928 


30 





“June 22, 1929 


1928 





1935 
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sc FURTWANGLERS 


Pholojpts Legg. p 


,PASTORALE“& 2 


In 1935 Arthur and Marie attended a concert Beethoven's Pastoral Siphon nieve by the 
Vienna Philharmonic, conducted by Furtwangler. Arthur and Marie are seated in the first row, 
on the left, encircled by red. 


Gustav Heinrich Ernst Martin Wilhelm Furtwangler was a German conductor and composer. 
He is widely regarded as one of the greatest symphonic and operatic conductors of the 20th 
century. Furtwangler was principal conductor of the Berlin Philharmonic between 1922 and 
1945, and from1952 until 1954. [Wikipedia]. 
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E beitragende Mitglied Nr. <!.%.“@./..... 
des Vereines , WIENER PHILHARMONIKER” — 
Manse, Teh ikfents Mar scicet ht CENA ee 





Marie Schifferes, Member of the Vienna Philharmonic Society 
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1938 
Probably the last photo of Arthur 
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Part of Marie Schifferes' Passport 
November 3, 1938 


Marie and Arthur were planning on leaving Nazi Austria and had, apparently, applied for 
emigration to England. Arthur was arrested after Kristallnacht (The Night of Broken Glass) 
and was sent to Dachau Concentration Camp in Germany. Around the same time, his nephew, 
Stephan, had also been arrested in Stuttgart, where he was attending a Jewish Sports School. 
Little did either of them know that they were actually in the same horrid place. 


36 


Marsh Court, 
nherborne, 
Dorset, 
December Sth 1938, ‘yt We ; 
th Meet 

Dear Madam, 

You and your husband should go to the British Passport 
Control Officer in Vienna, to whom a communication has been 
sent from the Home Office. ivhen you have the permits you 
should go to Thos. Cook & Son, Vienna who will provide you 
with tickets from Vienna to London via. Ostende and from 
London to Sherborne. They will also pay for the registra- 
tion of luggage. You will apparently require transit visa 
from the Belgian suthorities in Vienne. Heeeodtittror-te-the— 
itt cla ee Ostendeand Dover there will be ea man with 
Thomas Gook on his cap and if you want information about 
anything toy will give it to you. There will also be & 
m@n from Thos. Cook at Vistoria station in London. They 
will have been told about you and will give you £2 if you 
require it. I expect to hear from Thomas Cook & Son when 
you will arrive and if I hear in time 1 will telephone to 
Mr Franks who will try a. you at Victoria Station, if 
you arrive at Victoria Station too late to catch the 6p.m, 
(18 hours) train from Waterloo Station to Sherborne, Thos Cooks 
man or possibly Mr Franks will tell you where to go for the 


nizht. Possibly I or one of our party will be in London and will 
try and meet you also. 1 >a 


(ns ly 
J . C Vew, Liew. ik ace esl 


Sadly this letter arrived in Vienna after Arthur's incarceration and death. 
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Dachau 
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The following excerpt about Dachau is from Martin Gilbert's book: 
KRISTALLNACHT: prelude to destruction, Martin Gilbert, NY: Harper Collins, 2006 p. 179- 
181. 

On November 30 a British newspaper reported a further threat against the Jews of Germany 
in the Schwarze Korps, the SS newspaper: ‘On the day that a Jewish weapon or a weapon 
purchased with Jewish money is raised against any of the German leaders, on that day there 
will be no more Jews left alive in Germany.’ 


Of the 30,000 Jewish men arrested and taken to concentration camps immediately after 
Kristallnacht, Walter Loeb — four of whose uncles served in the First World War, with one 
dying in 1923 from wounds received in action — was among the 110,000 who were sent to 
Dachau, just outside Munich. ‘We were greeted,’ he later recalled, ‘by a “welcoming 
committee” consisting of a large body of heavily armed SS guards with helmets and riot gear, 
who constantly taunted us with loud insults, such as: “You are all going to kick the bucket 
here,” and other vicious slogans. Some guards went through our ranks and asked individual 
prisoners the asinine question: “Do you know why you are here?” Anyone who answered 
“No” was promptly slapped in the face. I was spared that ordeal as they passed me by.’ 

A guard then ‘yelled for “the rabbi” to step forward. The guard became almost ecstatic 
when to his fiendish delight, he reaped a bonanza, as not just one but several persons who 
appeared to be rabbis stepped forward, and in gratitude for their obedience were beaten up. ’ 
There was no food for three days ‘while we were processed in the system. We were given 
showers, sham medical examinations, and our heads were shaved clean. The showers became 
a special ordeal and the guards took fiendish delight by alternately squirting hot and cold 
water into the mouths of prisoners.’ (page 179) 

Each prisoner was then interrogated and asked for his past political affiliation and 
occupation. ‘They countered usually with strong sarcasm. Thus, if one was a “business man” 
he was called a “cheat”. And if one was a Skilled craftsman, such as an electrician, he was 
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called a “liar”. We were also photographed and our physical measurements were taken in a 
room that supposedly was doing racial research. Each prisoner was assigned a number, 
which we had to just sew on the uniform sleeve with a yellow star. ’ 

Each barrack to which the new arrivals were assigned held a thousand prisoners. ‘The 
barracks became hopelessly overcrowded, as we slept packed like sardines.’ The camp rules 
were severe. There was an eight o'clock curfew, but the barracks were not locked. ‘Anyone 
who would open the door after eight and stepped outside, would be shot immediately. The 
searchlights were constantly illuminating the barracks at night, and the guards from the 
machine gun towers would have little difficulty in spotting violators. A few prisoners 
committed suicide by touching the electrified barbed wire that surrounded the camp.’ 

The daily routine began at 4:30 in the morning. ‘All prisoners had to parade on the Appel 
Platz (roll call square). The commander or his deputy took the roll call, by ordering all 
prisoners “in protective custody,” as we were called, to stand at attention. This charade 
could take hours, especially if the counting of the prisoners yielded an incorrect result. And 
the guards would become nervous out of the fear that a prisoner somehow managed to 
escape.’ Most of the day was occupied ‘by doing military formation drills, double time runs, 
marching, etc. Some of the older prisoners collapsed and later died, as they could not keep up 
this rigorous routine. ’ 

After the second week at Dachau the Jewish prisoners were individually ordered to an 
office ‘where we were asked to declare (p. 180) our personal income, bank account, and other 
assets.’ The reason for this was the billion mark fine imposed on the Jewish community. ‘One 
morning, on roll call square, the order was issued for all millionaires to step forward, and a 
number of persons complied. Near me stood an elderly banker, presumably a millionaire who 
defied this order and did not budge. At that moment, one of the guards remembered the 
banker from the time of registration. He yelled at the man, had him pulled out and beaten 
severely until he was unconscious. ’ 

After about a month the prisoners were given postcards on which to write home, ‘using a 
prescribed text, that we were well and well treated. Our family should send us money, which 
we were to use to buy toothpaste and soap at the canteen run by the SS, at exorbitant prices. 
They also made us subscribe to the official Nazi newspaper, the Volkischer Beobachter. At 
least we learned about some of the news outside, even if much was propaganda. ’ 

The winter was intensely cold. Due to a shortage in the camp stores, some prisoners had 
not received shirts. ‘Some had the idea of stuffing newspapers into their uniform as insulation 
from the cold,’ Walter Loeb remembered. “This was reported, and the next morning an 
announcement was made, that anyone caught with newspapers in their uniforms would receive 
twenty-five lashes.’ 

What were known in the camp as the ‘November’ Jews were mostly released during the 
winter. This, Walter Loeb stressed, ‘was the last time that inmates were released from a 
concentration camp. They had to pledge to leave Germany quickly. When my turn came, I 
had to take a medical examination. I did not pass, because I had visible frostbite on my hands, 
and they did not want the outside world to see scars of marks of maltreatments 
(such as beatings, etc.). They were sensitive to public opinion. 
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This is a postcard from Dachau that Arthur Schifferes sent to his wife. 
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24 / XI 38 
Meine Liebste, teile Dir mit, dass ich in Dachau 
bin und grusse Dich vielmals. Mir geht es gut, 
sodass Du unbesorsgt sein kannst. Du kannst 
mir wochentlich RM 15.— schicken doch nicht 
auf den Zahl(?)abschnitt betreff. mein Name, Geburtsdatum 
Block Nr. 30/1 vermerkt sein Briefe, Anweisungen 
tragen die genaue Anschrift Schutzhaftjude Arthur 
Schifferes geb. 7 III 1880 Konzentrationslager Dachau 
III K Block 30 Stube I. 

Innigl. Dein A. 
Antworte mir mit Postkarte. 








English translation: 

November 24, (19)38 

My Dearest, letting you know that I am in Dachau and send you many greetings. I am well, so 

you can rest assured. You can send me RM 15- weekly although with the amount (?), my 

name, birthdate Block No. 30/1 and address written exactly as Protective Jewish Custody 

Arthur Schifferes, b. 7 March 1880 Concentration Camp Dachau III Block 30 Room I. 
Intimate |. Your A. 

Answer me with a postcard. 

And the envelope from a letter Arthur sent: 
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Envelope from Concentration Camp Dachau sent from: 
My Address: Jew in Protective Custody 
Name: Arthur Schifferes 
born on: 5 March 1880 
Block: 30.111 = Door: 1 


4] 














Konzentrationsiager Dacha 3K 4 49=Meine Anschrift: 


Folgende Anordnungen sind beim Schriift- 
verkehr mit Gefangenen zu beachten: ie N ame:.. 


1.) Jeder Schutzhaftgefangene darf im 
Monat xwel Briefe oder zwei Karten von 
seinen Angehdrigen empfangen und an sle- 
absenden. Die Briefe an die Gefangenen 
missen gut lesbar mit Tinte geschrieben 4 

sein und dirfen nur 15 Zeilen auf einer BI 27 i 
Seite enthalten. Gestattet ist nur ein Brief- ock |: - £4 £A..-- Stu be:..77.. Fain 3 
bogen normaler GréBe. Briefumschldqge@ ree sO ei SE is ee 
mussen ungef on 

dirfer nur 5 Briefmarken 4 12 Pfg. beige- 

legt werden. Alles andere Ist verboten und 


unterliegt der Beschlagnahme. Postkarten  f[ TE L 
haben 10 Zeilen. Lichtbilder dirfen als Dachau 3 K den : Af . 
NX; - 


geboren am: 


Absender 


tt sein. In einem Briefe 


Postkarten nicht verwendet werden. 

2.) Geldsendungen sind gestatfet. 

3.) Zeliungen sind gestattet, dirfen aber 
nur durch die Posistelle des K. L. Dachau 
bestellt werden. 

4.) Pakete dOrfen nicht geschickt werden, 
da die Gefangenen Im Lager alles kaufen 
kSnnen. 





5.) Entlassungsgesuche aus der Schutzhaf# 

an die Lagerleitung sind zwecklos. 

6.) Sprecherlaubnis und Besuche von Ge- 

fangenen im Konz.-Lager sind grunds&tzlich 
nicht gestattet.” 

_ Alle Post, die diesen Anforderungen nicht 
entspricht, wird verntchteft. 


DerlLagerkommandant?. 
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f\ette den Betrag und VWbjender tragen, auf der Miidjeite: 
iName, Vorname, Seb, Caaq und® Hiod/Siudse des 


iSafrlings. ae 
iPottanweifunaen, die obicen Vorichriften nit ent- 





- 


Ijprechen ober undentlich beibrinerjind, achen gurid, 
;~ ——————— ——————— —= 








a 3 
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& 
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Cover of Arthur's only letter sent from Dachau, which includes his name, address, birthdate, 
Block number as well as many rules and regulations (in fine print, upper left) 
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Page 1 of Arthur's letter, written in the old Gothic script 
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(cover dates this letter to December 3, 1938) 

Liebstes Engi, innigsten Dank f[ur] 

Deine Ifieben] Zeilen 24/XI, Geld & Grtife. Du 

schreibst, dass das Permit bald er- 

ledigt sein wird, hoffentlich ist dies 

auch wirklich sehr bald schon der Fall, 

es ist dies adupberst wichtig, dringendst 

beschleunige es, ich bitte Dich 

kniefallig darum. Hoffentlich bist 

Du auch gesund, was ich auch 

Dir von mir melden kann 

Schreibe mir mit Deinen Ifieben] 

guten Zeilen nachstens aus- 

fihrlich & genau, was Du machst 

(new page) 

was die Tante Kathi, Franz, Henny (?) / Hanny (?) 

& der Max (?). Pakete auch Weihnachts- 

pakete durfen keine geschickt werden. 

Gripe mir auch besonders Fam[ilie] 

Prof[essor] Albert & unsere Hausfrau (?) 

? Tante. Auch weitere Geld- 

sendungen sind erwinscht. — 

Trauungsschein, Geburtsschein 

lasse Du davon Duplicate machen 

weil Du doch sie brauchen wirst 

Mit Sehnsucht erwartet Deine 

gluckliche Antwort m. innigstem Kusse 

herz[lich] Dein Arthur 

(Letter dated December 3, 1938) 

Dearest Angel, heartfelt thanks flor] your d[ear] lines from 

November 24, money & greetings, you wrote that the Permit will soon be taken care of, 
hopefully that will soon be the case, it is extremely important, urgently expedite it, I beg of 
you, on bended knee. Hopefully you are also well, which is what I can also inform you 1s the 
case with me. Write me in detail & exactly in your d[ear] good lines what you are doing, what 
Tante Kathi, Franz, Henny (?), Hanny (?) & Max. Packages and Christmas packages cannot 
be sent. Greet especially the Fam(ily) of Prof(essor) Albert & and our housekeeper (’?) 

?) Aunt. Am requesting more money to be sent,--Make copies of Marriage Certificate, Birth 
Certificate because you will need them. I await your happy 

response with longing, with intimate kisses affectionately Your Arthur 


[The postcard and letter from Dachau, written in Gothic script, were kindly transcribed by Dr. 
Gabrielle Fassbeck and Martina Strehlen]. 
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_ Dachau Entrance 
USHMM Collection 


Excerpt from talk at IAJGS conference, August 9, 2016, by Anthony Kahane 
[International Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies]. 


Dachau was the first camp set up by the Nazis after coming to power on January 31, 1933. 
The camp opened just seven weeks later, on March 22, 1933. It was located in the village of 
Prittlbach, a few kilometers from the town of Dachau, but it was always known as the Dachau 
camp. There was an interesting article on the camp in January 2012 in the New York Times, 
by Timothy Ryback. He described it as a sort of prototype for the later concentration and 
extermination camps. It had the first crematory oven and the first gas chamber. On April 12, 
1933, soon after 5:00 pm, Ryback wrote, the camp staged its first “official” executions of four 
prisoners, on the shooting range in Prittelbach - presumably from a firing squad. 


There is some disagreement about the nature of the early prisoners in Dachau in 1933 and of 
the early people to be executed there. [See Image 2, the first executions]. Ryback implies more 
generally that the prisoners in Dachau from the start were mainly Jewish, whereas that 
doesn’t seem to be so strongly the case from what can be seen elsewhere. The list of early 
prisoners would appear to be composed more of opponents of the Nazi regime - student 
leaders, trade union leaders, politicians, writers and others - even if a disproportionate 
number of them were Jewish. Image 3 is a closer view of the first executions, according to this 
list provided by the ITS, which was itself supplied, I think, by USHMM. This list gives just the 
month in the case of the first executions (April 1933) and only further down the list are the full 
dates given. The first one was Rudolf Banario, Jewish - and the second Arthur Kahn, a 21- 
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year old student. His religion is not given, but we can assume he was of Jewish descent. The 
third was Ernst Goldmann, 25 year of age, Jewish, and the fourth Herbert Hunglinger, 53 
years old, Roman Catholic. Ryback lists a slightly different list of names for the first four 
executions, and a different order on the list, but we won't go into that discrepancy. I am not 
sure where Ryback got his detailed information of the dates and times of execution and their 
precise order. Ryback also tells the story, which he described elsewhere, of Joseph Hartinger, 
a conservative, non-Jewish, local prosecutor who heard about the executions, visited the camp 
and was shocked by the fact that non-legal executions had taken place there. He made a 
protest, which was blocked or refuted, but he persisted, and in early June 1933 he issued an 
indictment against the camp commander and three other SS officials at the camp. He was 
aware of and feared the consequences of his actions. Surprisingly, though, the executions 
stopped and the camp commander was removed. The Nazi regime then spent time considering 
how to get around this ruling. Eventually, they worked out a way and the shootings started 
again. Hartinger was not arrested, but he was transferred to a different location. 


[Hitler's First Victims: The Quest for Justice, Timothy W. Ryback, Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 
2014.] 





1. Dr. Benario, Rudolf 2. Kahn, Arthur 3. Goldmann, Ernst 


Five and a half years later, Artur Schifferes arrived in Dachau from Vienna, along with large 
numbers of other Jews from all over Germany (including Austria). He was sent there, as with 
nearly all the others who arrived there after Kristallnacht, purely because he was Jewish. On 
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15 December, at 8:45 in the morning, he was shot on the shooting range in Prittelbach 
(Prittlbach), the 318th person to be executed (officially) in Dachau since April 1933, and one 
of just two people officially executed on that particular day. Of course many others had died 
there of other less official causes, and thousands more were to die there, of various causes, 
over the next six years, before the camp was liberated in April 1945. Below is the death 
certificate, meticulously prepared, “in guter deutscher Ordnung”’ (in good German order). At 
the bottom, it gives his cause of death as Herztod, heart failure. Why he was executed is of 
course unknown - perhaps for some trivial infringement of camp regulations, or perhaps for 
no reason at all. [The next illustration] shows those executed between 13 and 28 December. 
Many of the people on this list were Jewish, but there are also Roman Catholic and Protestant 
people listed. 





Schifferes 29248 
Artur 5.March 1880 


Representative Vienna 
16 November 1938 18th District 
(Died) 15 December 1938 Schulgasse 18 
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: by 
Iti, Name Vorname Beruf Ged. Geb. gestord. net letate Wonnung Angehbrige 
» Nr. YO EIT RM En 20 Ss ee oe re OO Oe ae as Oe a wensenennennnnannnnnnanuamanannannamananaannnn Oe Fe Oe POF ca Sah Se ee SO 
317 + Pan Wax J -Fabrikant 169.97 Weunkirchen 13.12.38 108s Wienendven/Medial, Herrngasse OF eoueknme-HryFeesendron 







g, Wien XVIII, Schulgasse 18 FrausMaria Sch. , Wien 


g, Berlin, Claudiusstr.12 -o= 






Verteter 5.3.80 lien 15012038 
41.3095 eupslburg 1541238 










hifferes 
319 + Morits Hans Kaui 









335 + Ranner Peter V Metager 1.6.92  Pucnberg 20.12.38 Ov, Neustadt, iasbuchergasser 
336 ; Burschik Karl /  HArbeiter 22,202 Basen/Borbeck19.12.38 kath.Roschkau, Dorfstr, 63 
337 + Turtner «Prana V = Weber 2146.88 Saluburg 19412430 kath, Sankt-Johann/Pongau 


320 + Bissinger Leo / Keufa, 8.2.85  Tschenhsusen 16.12.38 0s, itiinchen, Tengstr, 28 — 
321, duracher Priedrich »/Schuhmach. 192.80 Grosbottwar 18.12.38 wv. Grosbottwar | coer 
322 4 Schwenk Eduard / Vecheniker 26.10.97 Stuttgart 17. 12.38 gv, Clan/Wirtt, Hagstr.7 onne 
323 + Reinherdt Christoph Korbmacher 15.35.60 Besingen beige Kath. Bitein/Bergzaborn ---" 
324 |. Stern Gustav ,/ Kevin 31.3.6] Aschatfenburg 18,12+78 mos, Landau/Pfalz, ludowicistr.15 --2- 
325 1 Aspiez kron —~ Dentist © 25.3.04 dGeiesi 16.12.38 mos, Wien XX,Klosterneuburgerstr.l02 === 
796 4 Geltkopf  Giegiried /Schneider 21,1.04 Ungerndorf 17.12.78 mos, Wien II, Feuerbachstr, 52 wee 
327 , Pollak Feinricl Angeet, 14.4067 Wien 16.12.38 moe, Wien IX,Nusdorferstr.1 — 
328 + lib Sinon —— Angest, 161698 "den 19612438 nos, Wien II,Untere Augarstr, 30 — 

9 +Geelig —sKatle/ ~—sRechternw, 13.8.87 Mannheim 19.12.38 mos, Mannheim,R 4-19 none 

0 HGchiller  Friederionsliindler 5410.09 tien 19.12.38 mos, Wen IX,Wasserburgerstr,5/14 o--- 
331 / Keuftann Richard’ “ngevt, 30.6.04 Lengrich 19618638 en Searbriicken wnne 
332 + Bcketein Hane / Angest, 22411499 Wien 19.12.38 mos, Nien Binanbalugages lo wn 
333 + kohler weiter Y Buchhalter 23.11.97 Krimmitschau 19,412.38 ev. Gingen/Pils, Hindenburgetr. 108 ---- 
334 1 Prey Ker) Vv dwndwirt «3.6.72 Wofenheim = 19 1230 ev, Hofenheim,Neue Str.18 sottinn 


336 + Kerpen Julius / Angest. 31.3689 Midling 19.12.38 mos, Médling/Wien Frau: Laura Mi, , Mbdling 
339 4 Kohn Siegfvieds Uhrmech, 2748.87 Wien 19612038 aos, Hen T11,Stanislaugesse 7 Prous Sidonte K., Hien 
340 4 Beaun Julius —— s---ne8= 12.10.57 Nonnenweilor 22.12.38 mos, Nonnenweiler, Hauptstr, 38 saul 
341 Kiseling Gustav / Stricker 1449.84 Winterlingen 23.1233 ev, Winterlingen “= | 
2 \ Atnonr = Bet / ~—“Sohriftsets, 22.11.10 Gras 22612, 38 mos, Graz, Annenstr, 9 ---~ | 
Y,, 1. Seifert David“  Keufwenn 1.4.81 Weachanke 21.12.33 mos, Leoben,Josef-Lassgasse 8  FPrausBetti §,.,Leoben | 
344 . Flatter Alfred Vy -#--=-= 23.12.85 Wien 21.12.33 mos, Wien,Rodlergause 20 © #$Frausdohanna F,, Wien 
345 | Friedmann Julius/ Handl.Geh, 25,8.00 Stanisleu 21,1238 tos, Wien II, Schiitteuerstr, 67 o--- | 
346 , Kaufmann Altred J Privatier 30,6,80 Mannheim 22.12.35 mos, Baden-Baden, Beutigweg 1 wnee 
347 7 Braun Oskar V Mertreter 18,8,80 daworow 22.12.38 mos, Wiesbaden, Rheinstr.109 w--- 
348 + Solinger Gustave Kaufm,  — 8,2,95 Awchaffenvurg 24.12.75 mos, Kiln, Blumenstr,2 onne 
349 7 Barth Juline/ Pferde-iidl, 14.6.91 Pleningea 24.12.36 mos, Ulm, Adolf-Hitler-Ring46  PrausDora,geb Wolf, Ula 
350 + Ordower Pabiue ;) Kaufm, —1,7.8) _Koniuozkud 24.12.38 mos, Hien, Teborstr. 64 — 
351 4. Friedberg Julins V spotheker 23.4.75 Bruchsal 2412.38 mos, Freiburg ---- | | 
352 + Bippes Mex J Xeufa, 41 .8,.00 Preiburg/Breisg. 25. 12.3ey, Mannheim, Lange Rétterstr,6 wnne % 


353 | Rubinetein Filhelm / Just, Beomt, 21,2482 Praempe) ait Rees hen: Il, Pfeffergasse 3 ano- 
35, x Adler Jakob ./ Menfu, 23.10.67 Griinetadt gee s. Offenburg,Grehenellee 16 --- 
355 + Bdelhofer Siegfried VBewit.a.D, <>. 9.98 Hautsendor? ges kath Wien XX, Karl-leisel-Str,6 orien 
356 + Wechpherg Brich oJ Rechnungs-Rat 24.12.84 Freiotact sain oo, Wiem III, Steingasse 9/11 none 
357 + Goldberg Piegtrie 5 jo 17.7.99 Moschien 2741249 ' gman a wn 
358 «A Abranem V Stricker 10,9.53 Gemnenti (Bam, )26,1248 + Man Mey ere Weiigerderstr.11 —-- 





Listing of Persons Shot at Prittlbach, Including Arthur Schifferes, #318 (2nd from Top) 
Although Arthur Schifferes was shot at Prittlbach, his official cause of death was listed as 
"acute heart attack." See MY STORY, page 144. 
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No. 225 Prittlbach 17. December 1938 

Mr. Arthur 

Schifferes, Jewish 
Vienna XVIII Schulgasse 19 

15 December 1938 8:45 

Prittlbach 
born 5. March 1880 in Vienna 

Cause of death: Heart attack 
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Ex offol E4 
Zur Vorlage bei Behdrden 


Geburtsurkunde 


HMMM] Israelitische Kultusgemeinde Wien = yy, 5054/1880 ) 


----- - ARTHUR SCHIFFERES =--+-- 


ist am... Dedidet SEO. Fiinften Marz. Bintausandachthundertachtzig..- ss 


in... MLO... BCR Okeaese 6 = ee cnn geboren. 
Vator: SROPGAD. SOULS Tere ee a  csstaes 
Mutter: ...... Hermine feb. Jeitel eg mee sss 


Anderungen der Eintragung: -—- Sr re i ei rc sn — i re a re rea srr 
Ist am 29.V.1918 aus a 
dem Judentum ausgetreten 0 TO. den 26..Mai.............. 9 64 









Der beeidete Matrikelfiihrer: 


IAN 


/ 


JAK x 
ll XN 
Fy (si caer A 
Israelitischen 3 





B 51 Geburtsurkunde (eheliche Geburt) 


Verlag fiir samtlichen Standesamtsbedarf Oskar HGfels, Wien I, Seilerstatte 28 


Document showing Arthur's birth information and stating that he 
left Judaism on 29 May 1918. 





a2 


Despite no longer considering himself to be Jewish, in 1918, Arthur's body was sent to the 
Rabbinate in Munich, where he was cremated and given a Jewish burial. 








——— 


RAB 
DERISR nessa MUNCHEN 2 SW z 
in INDE PETTENKOFERSTR. 37/11 >e02N.21959, 
MUNCHEN FERNSPRECHER 51071 


frau 
Nw Schiff-rres 
Sehr geehrte Frau Schifferes! 
Ihrem Wunsche entspre hend teile ich Ihnen mit, dass Ihr ver-— 
storbener Gatte am 16.Dezember hachmittags 2 Uhr auf unserem neuen 
Friedhof an der UngererstraBe bistattet worden ist. selbstverstdndlich 


rolsung/so wie die aller anderen bei uns bestatteten-Jdu= 
den durch die Herren der Chewra ausgefuhrt. Ich habe die tiblichen Ge- 





bete und am Schlusse des Kadisch gesprochen. Der Leichenschein hat als 
Togedursache Herztod angegeben,. 


Ich verbinde mit diesen Mitteilungen den Ausdruck meiner herz- 
, ee ; irs 7 le a ae ' , 
lichen Teilnahme. Mégen Sie die Kraft finden, die schwere Priifung zu 
ertragen, und mégen Sie bald auch wieder freudigere Zeiten erleben. 


iit besten Griissen bin ich 


Ihr sehr ergebener 


[mache tree pete Kariya 


Rabbinate Munich 2 6W © 3. Jan. 1939 
of the Jewish Community 
Munich 
Very honorable Frau Schifferes! 
According to your wish, I am informing you that your deceased husband was buried in our 
new cemetery on Unger Street, on Dec 16 at 2 0’ clock in the afternoon. Of course, his burial 
was done by the men of our Chewra, as with all the others. I said the usual prayers and at the 
end, said the Kaddish. The Death Certificate stated that a heart attack was the cause of death. 
I am including with this news my expression of my heartfelt condolences. May you find 
the strength to endure the difficult test, and may you soon witness happy times again. 
With best greetings I remain your very devoted 


[The Kaddish is a Jewish prayer recited in the daily ritual of the synagogue and by mourners at 
public services after the death of a close relative. | 
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| > 
Aschenurne beim. stadtis chen 
@estattungsaimte in ihinchen, thalLkirchenstr 
Nx -17,daie Sterbedokument e beim Standes= 
amte in Prittelbach bei Dachau anzufor= 


Gaerne. | | 


Ash urn to be to be forwarded to the State Funeral Office in Munich, Thalkirchenstrasse, No. 
17, the death documents at the Registry Office in Prittelbach at Dachau. Note sent to Marie 
Schifferes, dated 20 December 1938. 


es 


ISR. KULTUSGEMEINDE WIEN 
- AUSWANDERUNGSABTEILUNG 


Fret 


WIEN, 325-Jan.i?vs9. 


1., SEITENSTETTENGASSE 2-4 


Clarie Schirfferes 
Marsh court 


Sherborne Dorset 


BETRIFFT: 
Senr geehrte egansidige Frau, 


wizxr erhieliten Ihr ceschaAtztes Schreiben vom 5.Je&nner GedJ< und 
haben Gasselbe mit tiefatem Mitgeftihi gelesen. 


Es @4r4Ainst ums fiir die Garin zum Ausdruck gebrachte Gesinznune 
wairmstens zu dankenm und Ihnen fur Ihr ferneres Leben von ganzem 
Herzen Gliick zu wiinschen. : ; 


Mit worztiglicher Hochachtune 





Telephon U-25-4-66 Serie Telegramm-Adresse: ISKULT WIEN Postscheckkontio 29.659 


Jewish Community Center Vienna, Immigration Division 


15 January 1939 
Very honorable Mrs. 


we received your precious writing from 6 of Jan. and have read it with deep sorrow. 
We send our warmest thanks and wish you happiness from the bottom of our hearts. 


With great respect, 


Office of the Board 
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poeeria. 
39. Servietten 
110) Busenhdl ter: aes a aN A ar 
\2| Bad emeintel : 
Becke, Cc > 
fe) Polste oF ‘tne tt) 
5 Pyama- eta 
12 Madrasvor ee. 

3 fescherin’’ Stors) 
+o herl n y 











2 alte Pelzstola) | 
18 Bade ko st tine < 


i gehackteli « Vorhénge 
124 rae ty chengp pores t 


ORE Bice de, ae Ce ie ela 








153 Paar. Cee 
wy F 0. Hosen ¢ 
\4 LG) Comb i 7 




















10) Nae athe: he ert 
\e 
SE Sché Dept} ijenred)ilice Bedonfen gegen 
15 7° nopter Krupp Alpacec ’ ce dte usfubr des verzeic) ynetert 
Be Agere Tas sche ri ae “a AY jp fs , Pimiugs gait aay ic : 
\Roliblousen ; Se = 
= ae" Wollkieiaer \ ey ied aunt @ Dez. 1978 


J Apress po ae 

25 Blousen ~ , 
e Paar ‘Schube - tinhcachigrelivamn asset SS 
\ 3 Paar onnn re ur ate gers #G vhuhe ) 















hist of Personal Items Declared for Customs in Vienna 
Customs Office, 28 December 1938 
Marie Schifferes! 
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Translation of Prior - List of Personal Items Declared for Customs in Vienna 
Customs Office, 28 December 1938 
Marie Schifferes! 


& Duvet Cases a few books 

36 Pillow Cases sewing things 

10 Sheets toileteries 

25 Towels 3 old photo albums 

10 Dishtowels old postcards 

70 Handkerchiefs Various Effects acquired before November 1, 1938 
6 Aprons 


6 little earrings 

1 Tablecloth 

42 Covers 

59 Napkins 

10 Bras 

2 Big towels 

1 Blanket 

2 Pillow Covers 

5 Pajamas 

2 Madras Curtains 

4 Scarves 

2 Old Fur Stoles 

2 Bathingsuits2 Crocheted Curtains, unfinished Customs Office 
1 Pair Binoculars, purchased 1932 230 
1 Box Various Collars and Belts 

16 Pair of Pants 

16 Combinations 

10 Nightgowns 

5 Undershirts 

15 Rags 

1 Alpaca Purse 

& Wool Shirts 

2 Wool Dresses 

10 Pair of Gloves 

3 Dirndls 

5 Blouses 

15 Pair of Shoes 28. Dec. 1938 
3 Pair Snow and Rain Boots 

4 Coats 

2 Suits 

1 Camera--Agja Box tengor (purchased 1933) 

1 Duchent, I Pillow, 2 floor mats (old) 

1 Racket 

(old Alpaca Saab cutlery) 5 Silver Coffee Spoons 
19 Dresses 

S Hats 














s Bucrentatot reign | eirice Bticher— 2 
: . Ce ns Reb EG ne 
“10. Letutdcher : Tciietié sachen | 
WwW Hendticgher | 
oe. Taschent ich Oe Mme Meat atte Sh, 
0 iaschentticher 
10 pr “Heirs, Ss eigeberapehideto ga 


S06 rH LE bon: 
Ausenhélter Raabe sec Us ee ENC ee? Oe a 
5 fen Gntel 


oi @ 
te Ue eae | hwvd 


M harade orhénge 


= hdckelte—Store— a 
a ai ri Rerl ni : ee ; 


~ 48 Bee Pelestola = 

epee : 
£205 ire Pere ehdn a fe 

ie Oe hae ane let ve Tae i regurin- LBC 












son 





Veere 


55 ey Serum fe. 





46 Putt cdt Lan an 3 : 
(gC NOChIRERGGH ss: Op eee ee 

3 Letterin : . 
Le Fetzen | 

2 Schall. 

4 Scheffer Krupp Alpacca 
2a pr thane 

ecca Tasckeri aie 
5 Fe lb lousen 
2 Wolikleicer 











we fee Bandecnune” ee ee Ce ee 


o a et eer : 








38 Paar Schube as eae 
5 Poor Shhnee unc Regenschuhe — ee oe ah 








‘£ Késtiine’ 


4 Photo-appa - gloipt 1935 


kparat Agfa Box tengor 
ef ueken t » 1 Polster, 2 Steppdecken alt 


#8 flea -aeca Essbes teck re) Stlberkas feelsyfe1 Mes 4 


8 Hite | | 2 


Second Copy of List of Items to be taken out of Nazi Vienna. 





ae) 


You seer be absent fr 
between the hours of 
ing (or 12 midni 
orning if you reside Dis ? 


Metropolitan ak 
} ‘permission — 


: wala wt. as 


eos 


= 


Nationality 


= 


SEIS 


3 


tit ae ee 


Profession or \ vs" ishaserouhl csahesiqpsseietinelesiy isso supencahnlenschacpevtcsesbbvixgendisbons 
Oxcupation 


=o 


Single or Married 


SO 


dice ako eat = A eS MOE 5: 5 ota atl 
Residence 


a 


ee a 


MRATION\~ 
| 9c eGoverninent Service 


Alien Order 1920 Certificate of Registration 


Born 23 March 1891 in Vienna 

Previous Nationality Austrian 

Occupation Domestic 

Single or Married Widow 

Address of Residence 30 Cork Street W1 

Arrived in United Kingdom 6 Jan 1939 

Address of last Residence outside U.K. Vienna 
Schulgasse 18 

German Passport 

No 46288 

Issued at Vienna 3/11/1938 





Such Perey been Layee C. 
8 i a ai 


| ie beng 
vb [f- 39 ~ B/s 39 Agee lacey Corre Iorvect 
“bs ae aL herd aac |} ct , nL, 
139 — Wy 59 Rnfrmane, Cortech , Spnath 
bf 09 = Thr oq 3 Vonking rhe Spa, Prather 


WU i2. 9 nm tafe. Qravesvrrr. Mhiz tithe. a = ) 
fe ¢ : / ., 
JN», en Ys. y7. Fe: ~ Oottse. | Wechunanitaet # o Un, 


TE oe t/a Wi p Cl rea oe 
VSL tt — 5/7 y2 WEA - Hone Bey ae 


Re ATR oO Mek se: PE ae 
. mA 9 o tery hong Aa 7 Heaney 
v 2Y0.1y — Ry yl 3 Fi Matt Flree— $ ippe 
Mh ye — ity yo G0 Lt Maha Bal 6 ja 
“Iu Ue. ¥7 ; 


A 3/7 Chunk ficls Sy, ibe 
V9 7-10.15 (63 Resales bl, Hey 
TM] — 2.3 Ing xp Petne, andes Lente 


4 i / 
oT ae L.@f{ tl < 
/ vee / fac i f 
’ / nl 


, 4 ; é: La. ~- 
F us a pe 4 “a ae f Pa A f 
‘ f i ae | ; tr ? a x 4 ¢ \ 4 ¢ 4 ‘ 


ee eke Sy eee age wee Tees ‘ 
This seems to be a list of the various places Marie Schifferes lived and worked in England. 
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benley Congregational Church. 





Hon. Treasurer— Minister— Hon, Secretary— 
Mr. NORMAN PITHER, Rev. A EW D. MACK IE, Mr. F. H. BURGIS, 
1 Northfield End, fl ad, 68 Reading Road, 
Henley-on-Thames. en#é¥-on-Thames. Henley-on-Thames, 
Telephone: Henley 796. 
bce 204 19% ge 2 


Despite moving around quite a bit in England, Marie did end up residing in Henley-on- 
Thames, which is where she befriended the Smith Family. 
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Any communication on the 
subject of this letter should be 
addressed to:— 


THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE, 
HOME OFFICE, LONDON, S.W.1 


and the following number quoted— 
Se.. 233221 2/Nate ' |) am 





HOME OFFICE, 


_WHITEHALL. 


Home Office, 


Nationality Division, 


a ae Take Princeton House, 


OI pa LAtl 
ALi] in | 
mt I, riley Holborn, 


re a London, W.C.1, 


ze January, 1948. 
Madam, 


With reference to your enquiry made at this office on the > 
11th October, 1947, regarding your desire to acquire British 
nationality. I am directed by the Secretary of State to say 


that while your solicitors were informed—on-the th May; 19146, —-— 
of the manner in which a formal application for naturalization _ 
should be submitted there is no record in the Department that 

your application was submitted. 


It is open to you however to submit such application in 
accordance with the enclosed instruction. A. 


The delay in replying to your enquiry is regretted. 


I am, Madan, 
Your obedient Servant, 


lirs. M, Schifferes, 
163; Reading Road, 
Canadian Terrace, 
Henley-on-Thames, 
Oxfordshiree 





nto Jeerilowy 
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Coxvespondence on the subject of this . AIN IO ds 
istter ahould be addressed to: 


THE UNDER SECRE’MRY OF STATE pet NAPIONALETY DIVISION 
énd the following number ~N wz 7/6 ve iy ( | HOME OFFICE, : 
| 
j 
| 


sala 5 2422 ee HOUBE, 
quoted: JADIAA a ee L u/ 64 f poe Bel rie 
iniaeoenadt 16 JUN i948 


i am divested by the Sccretary of State to say that, on the information st wesent before him, he is prepared 
to grant you a Certificate of Naturalization under the British Nationality and s of Aliens AOt, 1914, on 
on 
receipt of the appointed fre of = pounds. The attashed form/s should be saa i and sent in the enclosed 
wOlGpg, together with the fee, to The Finance Officer, 10, old Bailey, London, a hese Post Offiee Money 


Orders, Postal Orders or Cheques should be made payable to the Accounting Off foer, Home Office, and orossed 
‘Bank Of England, A/C Paymaster General," Bank of En notes should not bs a3 Ost. 
The Coré{ficate wilh be sent to you as seen as possible after receipt of the fee and the soupleted fom/s, but 


if there is delay in the payment of the fee and the submisston of the conpleted forn/s, you may be required to 
ea@ply with further conditions before the Certificate is issued. 





I an, Siv/Maden, 
Your obedient Servant, 


Tain, a 
pe 


one “ORDSMURE 





Madam 
I am directed by the Secretary of State to say that, on the information at present before him, he is prepared to 


grant you a Certificate of Naturalization under the British Statute of Aliens1914..... 
Mrs. M. Schifferes 
"Rose Lawn" 
Station Road 
Shiplake-on-Thames 
OXFORDSHIRE 


+ 23322/2/ Cat. Boo, Sryhotler enath, Wendin 


J Peng | BHP: F dinunBeum palate. 
MS TE 4 ‘Prine apes ee ie Ap eted- onecre. £re- 
awk ate o ra Cope et ee i | 






ays Bpgrce a a i ee rane Al 2 alee wt — Ze Fie a > aa 7 oe 
~ — j Fz ea he es oe -—> 
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Certifieate No. AZ 44905 Home Office No. S 25322 


British NATIONALITY AND StTaTus oF Auiens Act, 1914 


CERTIFICATE OF NATURALIZATION 


Wibereas Marie Schifferes 


has applied to one of His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State for a Certificate 
of Naturalization, alleging with respect to her self the particulars set out below, 
and has satisfied him that the conditions laid down in the above-mentioned Act for 
the grant of a Certificate of Naturalization are fulfilled in her case: 

Now, therefore, in pursuance of the powers conferred on him by the said 
Act, the Secretary of State grants to the said 


Marie Schifferes 
this Certificate of Naturalization, and declares that upon taking the Oath of Allegiance 
within the time and in the manner required by the regulations made in that behalf she 
shall, subject to the provisions of the said Act, be entitled to all political and other 
rights, powers and privileges, and be subject to all obligations, duties and liabilities, to 
which a natural-born British subject is entitled or subject, and have to all intents and 
purposes the status of a natural-born British subject. 


oy 


z 
oo 
In witness whereof I have hereto subscribed my name this —” = day of 


| ae pn 
j 
j 7 
/ j L \ d 
L- | 
Home Office, Under Secretary of State. 
LONDON. 
PARTICULARS RELATING TO APPLICANT 
Full Name Marie SCHIFFERES. 
Retna "Rose Lawn", Station Road, Shiplake-on-Thames, Oxfordshire, 
Trade or Occupation Housekeeper, 


Place and date of birth Vienna, Austria, 23rd March, 1891. 


Nationality Austrian 
e 


Single, married, ete. . 
Widow, 


Name of wife or husband 


Names and nationality of parents 


Franz and Theresia KOJZAR (Austrian). 
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yi? Mm § chifheres 


NoRe2 (B} 
my ccoumisation om the subpet of 7 
this lottor showdd be addressed to: -NATICNALITY DIVISION, 
7 "UE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE, . HOME OFF ICE, 
and the robLowing nunber quoted: S$ Q9q932Q PRINCETON HOUSE, 
2715 HIGH HOLBORN, 
LONDON, We Coie 


i G5, ne 
Wa dam wW i/ AAT 


L am dixeoted by the Secretary of State to transmit horo-~ 
with the Certificate of Naturalization which he has been pleased 
to grant under the British Nationality and Status of Alions Act, 
1914, to 


The Oath of Allegiance must be subscribed and taken within 
one Oalendar month of the date of the Certificate, before a 
person authorised for that purpose. (See instruetions—overloaf)  -—_ 
The Certificate does not take offeet until the Oath has been 
completed, 


: When the Oath hag been administered, the Certifieats should 

* be forwarded to this Office for registration: until this is 
done, the police and other authorities conoerned will not be 
informed of your status as o British subject. 


I an to warn you that no alteration may .be made in any 
part of the Certificate, If any correction is nooessary, the 


Certificate should be returned to this Department with a full 
explanation before the Oath of Allegiance is taken. 


‘ ' i am, MW =F Pn 


Your obedient Servant, 
— (NY dy Schiffer. ; 


_ Ay MAXWELL, 


. Cy 626. 


Letter announcing the issuance of a Certificate of Naturalization for Marie 
dated July 2, 1948 
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Oath of Allegiance. 


I, 
sweat by Almighty God that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to His Majesty, 
King George the Sixth, His Heirs and Successors, according to law. 


A 


a ee day of a 194 § , before me, 


(Signature)... 


(Signature) Ft 4 flit rience Pears ee 
Justice of the Peace for Fin, ee ee Mik. 


A Commissioner for Oaths. 


fia Block Capitals | SMCN A. sestneniieoncicornaniininmp tires 
in Block Capitals) Y po Df, tacde 
LLd: Bik ba ' Feat t-7 Ft~ t 


Unless otherwise indicated hereon, if the Oath of Allegiance is not taken 
within one calendar month after the date of this Certificate, the Certificate shall 


not take effect. 





Wr. 12 JUL 1948 


rae 


Wt 1616 35 bks/6/47 Wt & Sons Ltd 69p/3719—24 
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BRITISH NATIONALITY AND STATUS OF ALIENS ACT, 1914 
INSTRUCTIONS AS TO OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 


Thé grantee must take the Oath of Allegiance in accordance with the requirements 
of the Oaths Act, 1909, and the British Nationality and Status of Aliens Acts, and 
the Oath must be subseribed and attested in the fom printed on the Certificate. 


Tho Oath of Allegiance may be administered:- 
in England, Wales or Northern Ireland 


By any Justice of the peace or any Commissioner for Oaths 


in Scotland 


By sny Sheriff, Sheriff-Substitute or Justice of the Peace, 


The perscn who administers the Oath must not be the Agent or Solicitor of 
the grantees 7 


The foo fox tho acuinistratica of tiw Gach is 28. 6ae, payaDle as follows:= 


we thie 


In England, Wales or Northern Ireland, if the Oath is administered by a Justice of 
the Peace, to the Clerk to the Justices, and if by a Commissioner for Oaths, to the 
Commissioner. In Scotland, if the Oath is adainistered by a Sheriff or Sheriff- 
Substitute, to the SheriffClerk, or to any of his Deputies; if by a Justice of the 
Peace to the Clerk of the Peace or any of his Deputies. 


in the cas¢ of a person serving in His Majesty's Forces, the Cath of Allegiance 
may be adninistered by an Officer holding a Commission in His Majesty!s Forces. No 
fee is payable. 


REANT. The signature of the grantee should appear in the first of the two spaces 
provided for signature on the back of the Certificate of Naturalization, and the 
Signature of the Justice of the Peace or Commissioner for Oaths in the second, The 
address of the Justice of the Peace or the Camissioner for Oaths, and not that of the 
grantee, should be entered, 
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N. Re 4A 
Any communication on the Nationality Division, 
subject of this letter should HOME OFFICE, 
be addressed tos Princeton House, 
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE, 271, High Holborn, 
and the following number quoted: | London,W.0.1. 
S. 23322 7 Jee July, 1948. 


Madam r 


T am dinaerted by the Secretary of State to return to you herewith the 
Certificate of Naturalization which he has been pleased to grant to you. The 
Certificate of Naturalization and the Oath of Allegiance have been ay 
registered in London at the Home Office, 


You have acguired to all intents and purposes the status of a natural- 
born British subject as from the date on which you took the Oath of Allegiance. 
You are consequently entitled to all political and other rights, powers and 
privileges, and are subject to all obligations, duties and liabilities to 
which a natural~born British subject is entitled or subject, 


This Certificate of Naturalization must be presented to the Police 
without delay, if you are registered under the Aliens Order, so that the 
fact of your naturalization may be noted, and your name removed from the 
register of aliers, 


/You 
Mrs. M. Schifferes. 
C, 659 


You must also apply at the local National Registration Office for a 
fresh National Registration Identity Card. Until this has been done 
you will not be able to secure all the rights, powers and privileges of a 
British subject under Section 3(1) of the British Nationality and Status 
of Aliens Act, 1914. 
Iam, Madam, 
Your obedient Servant, A. Maxwell 


Telephone: WHITEHALL 9060 


Telegraphic Address: 
‘* TELPASOF PARL., LONDON.” 


Passport OFFICE, 


1, QueEN ANNE’s GATE BUILDINGS, 







> 
{ss 


Please quote Referens PPD/ 1.046 1 ‘3 


DarTMOUTH STREET, 
WESTMINSTER, 
Lonpon, S.W.1 


6th April, 1949. 
Madam, 


With reference to your letter of March 29th, I 
have to inform you that while I am unable to state 
whether you have or have not retained Austrian 
nationality the information available in this 
Department is to the effect that an Austrian national 
ceases to be Austrian when he or she becomes 
naturalised in a foreign country, unless special 
permission is obtained from the Austrian authorities 
to retain Austrian nationality. If you wish to be 
certain of your position in this respect it is 
suggested you might consider enquiring of the Austrian 
Legation, 1, Hyde Park Gate, London, S.‘V.7. 


T have to add that I have no reason to suppose 
that you would experience any inconvenience if you 
decide to visit Austria. 


Yours faithfully, 


© Aqubbet 


Chief Passport Officer. 


Mrs. M. Schifferes, 
Rose, Lawn, 
Station Road, 
Shiplake on Thames, 
OXON. 


Auvinen Laukool 


KONSULARABTEILUNG, 


austROND Arion the rie ei, 
Sarat acca rein lesa 
KA 17/52 5th Feb. 1952. 
Dear Madan, 


With reference to your enouiry of 3/st 
January I beg to inform you that the authority to be 
contacted regarding documentary proof of the loss of 
your Austrian citizenship is: 


"Stadtmagistrat der Stadt Wien 
Abteilung 61 
Rathaus 
Vienna I." 


—_— or eee ee 


Yours faithfully 


For the Austrian Embassy: 





Mrs, Marie Schifferes 
Rose-Lawn 
Station Road 


| Shiplake-onThames 


Oxon 


18, BELGRAVE Mews WEST. S.W.1 
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In any further communication 
on this subject, please quote 


No. KG 10312/1 
and address— 

not to any person by name 
sia to— 


“The Under-Secretary of State,” FOREIGN OFFICE. 
Foreign Office, 
London, $.W.1. 


19th February, 1952. 
Madam, 


I am directed by Mr. Secretary Eden to 
refer to your letter of the 31st January 1998 
regarding your protection abroad as a 
naturalised British subject, and to point 
out that you appear to have mis-read the letter 
from this Department dated the 10th December 
1951 which stated:= 


"If under Austrian haw you. 
are still an Austrian citizen, you 
would while in Austria be liable to 
all the obligations of an Austrian 
eitizen and His Majesty's Consular 
Officers would have no power to 
intervene with the Austrian 
authorities on your behalf." 


As, however, you have now obtained 
confirmation from the Austrian Legation in 
London that by acquiring British nationality 

_you have automatically lost Austrian 
citizenship you will, of.course, while in 
Austria be entitled to receive the same © 
measure of protection as that accorded to 
natural born British subjects. 


{It 


Mrs. M. Schifferes, 
Rose Reet 
Station Road, 
Shiplake on Thames, Oxon. 


lt is regretted that this Department is 
unable to furnish you with a document stating 
that you have lost Austrian citizenship. It 
would appear from the information sent to you 
by the Austrian Legation, however, that such 
a document can be obtained from your local 
Heimatsgemeinde in Austria and the Legation 
_will no doubt be able to give you details of 
the address to which you should anply. 





I an, 
Madam, 
Your obedient Seymvant, 


pene 


Marie Schifferes and Cicely Georgina Smith, taken in Buxton, England, circa 1980 





71 


ya . 
zi 


A ‘WUMAN who fled from 
Austria as war clouds 
gathered over Europe 
happily celebrated her 90th 
birthday among fellow 
members of Henley branch 
of the National Council of 
Women on Monday. 


And Mrs. Marie Schifferes, 
who was born of Czechoslovak- 
ian parents and lived in Vienna, 
proclaimed: “‘I am British, and 
very proud of it!” 


Mrs. Schifferes, who now lives 
on the Watermans Estate 
fronting Reading Road, Henley, 
began her life in England under 
tragic curcumstances. She and 
her husband had planned to come 
here together, but shortly before 
they were due to leave, her 
husband was snatched by the 
Gestapo and interned at Dachau 
where he died, two weeks later. 


'""\ As there was nothing to keep 
her in Vienna, she decided to 
continue with her plan to take up 
a job as a cook at Sherborne, in 
Dorset. 


But she only lasted for three 
months. “They discovered [| 
couldn’t cook!” she told the 
“Standard.” 


“They offered to pay my fare 
back to Austria, but I told them: 
‘Even if you gave me a million 
pounds I wouldn’t leave 
England.’”’ 


After jobs in London, she came 
to Shiplake in December, 1939, to 
work for Col. and Mrs. Palin, and 
it was Mrs. Palin who actually 
taught her to cook at last. 


Further jobs followed, and 
Mrs. Schifferes really landed on 
her feet when she was engaged as 
cook to Lord and Lady 
Delaware. During the 15 years 
she. stayed with them, she was 


treated more like a sister than an 


er og 


ae ee 
See ti e cae oRS 








Mrs. Schifferes, pictured with her hostess, Mrs. Snell, cuts her 


90th birthday cake. 


employee, visiting the opera at 
Glyndbourne, concerts, art 


galleries and historic occasions. 


such as the opening of 
Parliament. 


ACTIVE 


Mrs. Schifferes retired to live in 
Henley just 20 years ago, but for 


her, retirement certainly did not 





ee 


TAS 


mean sitting at home and doing 
nothing. She has been an active 
member of the NCW for 18 years, 
is still a keen music-lover, 


sometimes travelling to Reading 


for lunchtime concerts at the 
Hexagon two or three times a 


week and patronising ali the 
Henley concerts. 


Her idea of a holiday is walking 


for miles in the Lake District, and — 
she had only recently given up 


travelling abroad. 


She became a British Citizenas ° 


Soon as she could after the War 
and, say her friends, is more pro- 
British than those born here. 


Mrs. Schifferes. had a iunch— 


party with 25 friends on Sunday, 
and a tea party given by the NCW 
at the home of the branch 
chairman, Mrs. Sylvia Snell’s in 
St. Andrew’s Road on Monday, 
where she was presented with a 
basket of African violets from the 
branch as well as individual gifts 
from members. 


SST eee 
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The funeral took place yesterday of Marie Schifferes who 
was born in Vienna in 1891 of Czech parents. After the Nazi 
occupation of Austria she and her husband Arthur, planned to 
come to England but tragically he was arrested and died two 
weeks later in Dachau concentration camp. 

"Schiffy", as she became known, arrived in England in 
January, 1939 and had to take up domestic work in Sherborne, 
Dorset, despite her complete lack of experience. After 
other posts in London she came to work for Colonel and Mrs. 
Palin in Shiplake at the end of that year. The Palins 
became her great friends, the Colonel helping her to come to 
terms with the tragic upheaval in her life and his wife 
teaching her to cook. 

Thus began Shiffy's 50 year association with Henley which 
she regarded as her new home with the helpful friendship of 
Mr. Pulker the Town Sergeant and his family and many friends 
at Christ Church. She became a British citizen as soon as 
possible and was proud to be British. 

After 15 happy years working for Lord and Lady De La Warr, 
who also became her close friends, she retired to Waterman's 
Estate, where she spent 25 active years making more friends 
in the National Council of Women and several other 
societies, at concerts and on holidays. 

Since 1987 she was a resident at Chiltern's End where she 
died after a short illness. Schiffy is remembered with 


affection by her many friends. 


73 


Liese Friederike Strauss 


It is uncertain how I was able to acquire the following documents that my mother, 
Liese Friederike Strauss, my uncle Dr. Johannes Leopold Deutsch, and my great-aunt 
Stephanie Kurz had to complete in order to leave Nazi Austria. I include them here to 
demonstrate the complicated process of leaving a country where you are not wanted! 
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To the JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER 


Emigration Division (Group Clearance) 
Vienna I. 


APPLICATION 
Liese Friederike Strauss 


Residing Vienna District XVIII, Alsegger Street No. 38 15 
I intend to leave on 10. November for U.S.A. 
I am in possession of a valid German _ Passport 


Vienna on 1 November 1939 Liese Strauss 
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FRAGEBOGEN 


rT La , > A, fi Tinte, wenn miglich mit Schreibmaschine (protien 
ha = a = 
Name CCL ag Vorname 
——— Viosr genaue Adresse Id. Fang IF 
all Geburtsdatum 7 . Y.- rh i tb Geburtsort 
and (ledig-verheiratet-verwitwet-geschieden) “ 
Staatsangehirigkeit Ditencich In Wien wohnhaft seit Schirt 


Eventueller friiherer Aufenthalt (Orts- und Zeitangabe). ™ a 











Beruf (Spezialfach) Herarin Der Mochiclhie . -- Wethhacotl tes... Maz, 
ML Doolin. Yorachuutemihe, Muaolercrpielicccey Measrfire. hires 
\ Bcpretetl fe Hhustial. | 
‘ . Biratenitéidans f heinsacge > Keat-F§ - Ly “thdratbdheu & & Sox iootes Mork scleile : 








oy 
; Bisherige Tatigkeit und letzte totlning im Beruf » ardmcas wera steds.f ve held 
’ A wi “at i ttaa 5.44 eth Far uz ..© pea aren j (gacbetyd | Yorke Letitia BGs. . 
Wurde ein neuer Beruf erlernt? Wenn ja, welcher? Ph hy bi thelr y Yeicets 
: henct his adeleae. rane 
Ausbildung fiir den neven Beruf awe 
| p Ce, “y eee - ee: oll 
Sprachenkenntnisse |. tape 4th # Thee Bete’ fx heite eh ipa. ao ee 
Gegenwirtige wirtschaftliche Lage und monatlicher Verdienst tig 4. tes ae 
OAM Eos e, Aaash.. I eetics fiat : tiste4A H ablteef Cikt, 5 £4 Ligets Lee, 
Sind Sie in der Lage, sich alle fiir die Auswanderung notwendigen Dokumente 
schaffen? ___ ge paren = 
Wen 
QUESTIONNAIRE 
Last Name Strauss First Name Liese 
Residence Vienna Exact Address 18., Alseggerstrasse 38 
Birthdate 9 VI.1916 Place of Birth Vienna 
Marital Status (single-married-widowed-divorced) single 
Nationality Austrian Living in Vienna since ‘Birth 


Profession (specialty) Student of the Hochschule f. Welthandel in Vienna. 

before the diploma Language Teacher, Governess, helper in office, and housekeeping. 

Education 8 Years Real-Gymnasium, 6 Semesters of Hochschule. 

Previous Employment and Last Professional Position Salesperson in Vienna, Paris. Governess (last) Language 


teaching. 
Have you learned a new Profession? If yes, which? Pastry Chef, Glove Making. 
Training for new profession Courses 


Languages spoken &nglish, French, Italian, Spanish 

Where did you live and monthly income Live with my parents. Earn only pocket money through language teaching and 
governess work. 

Are you prepared with all necessary documents for emigration Yes. 


wre TT 
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Kostenauistellung 
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|[Reichsmark| Rol. 
Dok cumentenbeschaffung 


Visagebihren 


Bahnlahet nach 






Cl ar re ae dear 


Einschiff- ‘Gebihr oder Durchrate 
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Betrag verrechnet eel mit Verrechnungsnummer : - 


Betrag bezahlé arn enn. TH Reichsimarr 2 





Nummer der Kultusgemeinde | | Nummer der Gildemeester-Aktion 









Name des Auswandernden seen tnctincemanreeimrmnenweniete ING ennmnccmnenmee AR LCHOTIZE 
Die Gildemeester-Aktion feistet fir diesen son einen sic von 
QM... CI Worten: Reichsmarkees Se eee a 


Die Kultusgemeinde wird ersucht, sso. biavay vorzulegen. 
Die Rickerstattung erfolet gegen Rickgabe dieses Abschnittes und Adbreisebestatigung. 
Wien, 812) —$——» $e 
Aisachertier tigerht 26. ack Fir die Aktion Gildemeester 
Betrag an Kultusgemeinde bezahit am) ——-—.—_-——-——~ ; 





Yerrechnet unter: eee Sees 


Request of Liese Strauss 


residing at XVIIL., Alseggerstrasse 38 
for emigration for selfand__ Relatives for U.S.A. 


Soest oer orenre ty 


T7 


- 


Wohin wollen Sie auswandern? Mew AAALAE St, F544 Sire } PBia tain , Meechintt tl 
Viclauunte sot. intafriha tole Me bitica: 
Welche Plaine huben Sie fiir Thren neuen Aufenthalt? Set Seite Caitdecee Fite 


Welche Mittel stehen Ihnen fiir die Auswanderung zur Verfiigung? Grectecell 


[ecdegelas . 


Welche Bezichungen haben Sie im Ausland, besonders in dem Land, wohin Sie aus- 
wandern wollen? 


Wohnor Genaue Adrene  [Vormndoaetonr 





Referenzen . saat: Rca. flaw, rl Ae. 2 
Fra Kh. Witt hori. Vin TE. 8 OE 


Haben Sie einen giltigen Pah? Mie Suunarea . 
Ausgestelit von Puneet ~brtkizet- Dinebtcin. Le, giltig bis of. H- GH. Urapnities the 
AngehGrige Het Ahrsevanlin “FEF 


Geburtor 


50.7 - 4862 
1S. - 4964 
AE. xg. A, 92 





Welche der obgenannten Angehérigen sollen jetzt und welche spiiter auswandern? 


Om iesaan 
Wien, : am YL. wa 193 & | Fin _PMHALLA 
Unterschrift. 


Where do you want to emigrate? North America or Australia, eventually to South America or South Africa or Palestine. 
What plans do you have in your new place of residence? To establish an existence. 
What means do you need? Eventually travel money. 
What relatives do you have, especially in the country where you want to emigrate? 

Herbert Miller New York Hotel Claridge cousin 

Minnie Miller Miller cousin 
Friends Edna Ellis Hilton USA 1224 Ingraham St. 

Dr. Maurizio Wainer Buenos Aires 1370 Aida de Chazo 
References M. Duval Paris 16 Av. Malakoff 
Mrs. R. Willheim Vienna 18, Flockegasse 65. 

Do you have a valid passport? Yes, for Europe. 
Provided by Federal Police Vienna valid until 31 December 1938 Original date until November 1939 





Relatives 
Relationship Name Place of Birth Birthdate Profession 
Father Dr. Hugo Strauss Vienna 30 March 1882 Lawyer 
Mother Sophie Strauss Vienna 15 Oct 1891 Private 
Aunt Stefanie Kurz Vienna 18 Dec 1892 Language Teacher 


Who of the above named want to emigrate now or later? All 
Vienna, May 17, 1938 Liese Strauss 


Wien, an 5, @etekber 1978, 
1 Person nach Washington. 

Prfordernis:] Fahrkarte nach Wskington. 

Cildemeester angesucht, doch noch kein Bescheid. 
Schiff skarte mit RV. °0.- beangabt; baar RM.70.- 

| fs 

etentin sar Hochschiilerin, lebt bei den Eltern, hat vereinzelt klei-~ 
nes Taschengelid durch Unterricht verdient. Yater nar bedeutendier 
Rechtsanwalt, ist schrer krank(?mboli, Blutarmut, Zucker), ist " Mona- 
te im Rothschildspital gelegen und su:ste fiir die YVerpflegskosten auf. 
kommen, Gréssere, elegante fohnriume, die, wenn auch einigermaszen 
nicht in grésster Ordmung gehalten, doch auf Yornehmkeit umi Wolkaben- 
heit schliessen lassen(?s war einmal...)Ner Vater war unter anderen 
Verwaltungsrat beim YVernay-Verlag und ist fllr die dortige Fikrung mit- 
haftbar. Lt. Zuschrift des Rechtsannaltes DR. Egon Walter, Overnring 


tir, 3, die ich selbst gelesen habe, ist die Gesamteinrichtung der Kenz- 


lei, der Wohnung und das Posts arkonto Nr.152,190 sichergestellt bzw, 
gesperrt. Die Sachlage gestaltet sich also so, dass die Leute immobil 
sind, ohne Kenantnis, wie lange der Zustand noch andauern wird. Es ist 
natirlich, dass jetzt dort grosse Not lage herrscht. 


a. 


Die Wirdigkeit dieser “etentin ist in hohem Grade gegeben, die Situatis 


ist klar, restlose Eriedigung wird wirmsatens en fohlen. 





Vienna, 15 October 1938 
1 Person to Washington 


Need: | ticket to Washington 

Gildemeester applied, but no answer yet 

Deposit for ship ticket, RM 20, outstanding RM 70 

The Petitioner (f) was a college student and occasionally earned some pocket 
money by providing tuition. The father used to be a renowned lawyer, 1s very ill 
(embolism, anemia, diabetes), stayed in the Rothschild hospital for 2 months and 
had to pay for the cost of the treatment. Spacious, elegant apartment signifying 
noblesse and affluence long past. He was, among other things, a partly liable 
member of the governing board of the Vernay publishing company. According to 
a letter from the attorney-at-law Dr. Egon Walter, Opernring 3, which I have read 
myself, the whole furnishings and equipment of the office and the apartment, 
plus the postal bank account Nr. 152.190 are blocked. The situation is that these 
people are immobile, without any ide of how long that will persist. Naturally 
there is great hardship. The worth of the Petitioner 1s genuine to a high degree, 
the situation is clear and I warmly recommend to deal with the matter 
satisfactorily. 


Price te eit 
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Dr. Johannes Deutsch 
An die 
ISRARLITISCHE. KU LTUSGEMEINDE 
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NAME: ADRESSE . VERWANDTSCHAFT SGRAD: 


auszuwandern. ich bin Ce sind) im Resitze elton gftittigen 
Relsepasses ond eines Einreisevisums noch . me a A, 
fevent. Durchreisevisum ansugeben) .. piace shsorieesh ah 
Derzeit stehen ile (one) a Verte: RM 1 300.: ae 





RE ao FAROE wPALTe 





J Beak Community Center, Emigration Division, Group Approval 
Dr. Johannes DEUTSCH 

Residing XVIII. District Alsegger Street 38 15 

Previously Vienna LX., Wahringerstr. 15/18 


NAME ADDRESS RELATIONSHIP 
Dr. Hedwig Deutsch same as above Spouse 
I intend to leave on 22./1.1939 for the U.S.A. 


[have avalid German Passport anda Emigration Visa for the U.S.A. 
Iam in possession of RM 300 
In words Reichsmark three hundred 


Vienna, on 16. Feb. 1939 


80 


Boge N= 67 cee 4 , La tft 49 atts 2 a ‘ 


7? _ FURSORGE-ZENTRALE Z at : 


HICEM der Isr. Kultusgemeinde Wien 
FRAGEBOGEN oKatastertlaii ec: 


mit}Tinte, wenn méglich mit Schreibmaschine — ausZp‘Tiillen) ~ ™ 
F a 
v7 Z 


\ MA | oy, g 
6, . oe e, “ 4 
qv Nam¢//~. Cinco. ce aD _ Vorname : 

os 


A coigametnas ae 


ty as tail, 
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Gegenwirtige wirtschaftliche Lage und monatlicher Verdienst 


Sind Sie in der Lage, sich alle fiir die Auswanderung notwendigen Dokumente zu be- 


schaffen?. wi 





Wenden? 
Questionnaire 
Dr. Johannes L. Deutsch 
Profession Lawyer 
Last Employment Lawyer 
Languages French, English, Italian 


Current Economic Situation and monthly Earnings ca 300 RM 
Are you in the position to obtain all necessary documents for Emigration Yes 


8 1 


- e P ~ “rT : ale « 7° ad ’ 7] DPD. Fees 
Wohin wollen Sie auswandern? ae UNC ae nee Re al ee 


Welche Pline haben Sie fiir Ihren neuen Aufenthalt? 


Welche Mittel stehen Ihnen fiir die Auswanderung zur Verfiigung? Piss. Z 


Welche Beziehungen haben Sie im Ausland, besonders in dem Land, wohin Sie aus- 
wandern wollen? 


Wohnor Geosue Adres ‘[Vawmanasioeed 


De. stp sti. &. t Sask. 2 m* Six Ss 3 el 
a) Ver- 
wandte | 
b)F reun- | 
ds 
Referenzen Sy. Sooo Shou. anes: £1. 84 Res. 


Haben Sie einen giltigen Pa? 





Ausgestellt von FPolwic.. Wi giltig bis A 0-2 1 +c 
AngehGrige 
: | Geburtsort 


Welche der obgenannten Angehérigen sollen jetzt und welche spiiter auswandern? 


ee. Se ee Se oit mir 


/ 
Wien, am Sr 3: 193- | 4 AL 


Unterschrift. 


Where do you want to emigrate? North America, eventually to Palestine 
What relatives do you have abroad, especially in the country where you want to emigrate? 


First and Last Name Residence Exact Address Relationship 
Dr. Wilhelm Held Chicago (illegible) Cousin 
Dependents 
Relationship Name Place of Birth Birthdate Profession 


Wife Dr.Hedwig Vienna 19 May 1913 Lawyer 


Wien, am 21. Feber 1939. 


2 Personen nach U. S. A. 


= 


Erfordernis: 2 Fahrkarten nach U. S. A. 


| | whe 
Schiffskarte mit RM. 50.— beangabt. 


efs- 


Rechtsanwalt, gemeinsam mit der Kanzlei seines Schwiegervatters 
Dr; Hugo Strauss, Universitatsstrasse 5, ebenso seine Gattin, Ne. 
Hedwig Deutsch, die als Rechtsanwalt—Anwarter sich mitbetatigte. 
Steuermandat fiir “etent und Gattin S. 2972.-..Wohnung Wahringerstr.i5 
gektindigt, Mébcl aur Ganse verkauft, Erl6s RM. 550.-, dieser Betrag 
bildete seit Juni das ganze Einkommen der Familie, von dem sie zur Not 
den Lebensaufwanc bestritten haben; recht und schiecht musste der 
Schwiegervatter mit grosser Anstrengung mithelfen. Seit Juni teilen 
sie die Wohnung ohne Entschidizgunz mit cen Schwiegereltern in der 
18, Alsezggerstrasse '8, die Not war aber hier in unglicich hohem Masze 
zuhause. Dr, Strauss war Verwaltungsrat des Vernay—Verlags("Tag", 
*Stunde", etz,) dieses Unternehmen kam gleich nach dem Umbruch in 
Schwierigkeiten. Das segammte Vermigen des Schwiegervatters, die Foh- 
unz. Kanzle1, a,1,l1 e on t i_.sind beschlasnahmt rorcen(-7uschrift 
eae wera “ilt ex Tt Cpernring 3 aflzge «.0142e3 -EZL.B, vom 
of LV -38 2k. Ive P, 0472/55) und hat ‘diese Angélegemielt bis heute -noch 
keine Bereinigung erfahren. Kein Schmuck, nichts, was irgen@wie ver-— 
wertet werden kénnte, auch keine Verwandten, die unterstiitzend einwir- 
ken, Dr, Strauss, der Schwiegervatter ist zugelassener Rechtsberater, 


zuckerkrank, angina.pectoris, trotzdem hat ers sich als Jude vornehms- . 


ter Gesinnung der K. G. aur Vertretung armer Juden unentgeltlich zur 
Verftigung gestelit. 


a 4 
Der denkhar beste Eindruck, ein vorbildliches Familienleben, hoher Sinn 


fiir jiidische Wohltatigkeit in guten Tagen, leider jetzt vom Schicksal 
hart mitgenommen. Die aufrechte, restlo se Erledigung wird #wirm- 


stens empfohlen und herzlichst erbeten. 
, en 


Vienna, 21 February 1939 


2 people to USA 
Need: 2 tickets to USA 


First installment RM 50,_ for ship ticket 


Lawyer, together with office of his f-in-law Dr. Hugo Strauss, Universitatsstrasse 5, likewise wife of the latter, Dr. Hedwig 
Deutsch, who also contributed by working as candidate lawyer. Petitioner and wife S. 2972,-. Apartment Wahringerstrasse 15 
terminated, all furniture sold, revenue RM 550,-. This sum has since June been the only source of income for the family from 


which they barely made a living, assisted, with great difficulty, by the father-in-law. Since June they also have been sharing the 


apartment with their in-laws, previously in 18, Alseggerstrasse 38, where conditions had been even worse. Dr. Strauss was a 


member of the governing board of the Vernay Publishing House (‘Tag’, ‘Stunde’, etc.). This firm came under great pressure with 


the ‘Umbruch’ (English, upheaval — meaning the annexation of Austria by Nazi Germany). All assets of the father-in-law, 
apartment, office, accounts were confiscated (according to letter of Dr. Egon Walter, 1., Opernring 3, criminal police H.D.with 
number 6/IV 38 ZL. JV. P, 3471/38), and this matter has up until today not been cleared up. There remains no jewelry, nothing 


which could somehow be exploited, also no relatives who could possibly be of help. The father-in-law, Dr. Strauss, is a certified 
legal adviser, has diabetes and angina pectoris. Despite all this, he has been a high-minded member of the Jewish community who 


provided counsel free of charge to poor Jews. 


The best possible impression, a model family life, in better days, with a deep sense for Jewish charities, now unfortunately struck 


very hard. I am warmly recommending and sincerely asking for a proper and complete settlement. 


Goldenberg 
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19,V,1913 
27.1X.1905 
(birthdates of Hede and Hans) 


"Hieramts kein Austritt" with the date February 17, 1939 states that my aunt and uncle 
"...were still registered with the Jewish Community Vienna and therefore, as members 
of the community, were eligible to receive the community's assistance." 


Obtained from Anatol Steck, Project Director, International Archival Programs, Jack, 
Joseph and Morton Mandel Center for Advanced Holocaust Studies, United States 
Holocaust Memorial Museum. 
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Stephanie Kurz 


Questionnaire from the "Care Headquarters of the Jewish Community Center in 
Vienna:" 
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law (my grandparents) had 


in 


ter and brother 
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as well as her s 
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At this time, Stephan 


rtment and were crammed into a small apartment at VIII. 


been thrown out of the 
Langegasse 63/18 
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 Nitwek gente Personen - 





Name: Kurz Stefanie 
Address: VIII Langegasse 63/18 


Born: 15 December 1892 
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Jewish Community Cen 
Emigration Division 


14891 Vienna I. 
REQUEST 


Name Kurz Stefanie 
Address VIII. Langegasse 63 18 
Previous Address XVIII. Messerschmidgasse 30 


Stefanie Sara Kurz 


[Jews whose name were not Hebrew names had to take on the middle name of Sara, for 
women, and Israel, for men. | 
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Sohiffekarte von Triest nach New-York sur Ver-flgung su stellen. 
. Um meine Ndbmaschine,die Mustercollection ,dis Sprachlehr-Bucher 
und mein Bettzsug mitnehmen su kinnen,stelle ich die weitere Bitte,mir den 
“hiegu nOtigen Frachtvetrag von Dollars Jo .-su gewihren . 

Mit Rilcksicht darauf,dass ich am 13.Februer so.sur Srtctlichen 
Untersuchung vorgeleden bin,bei welcher Gelegenheit ich bekanntlich die 
Schiffskarte bereits vorweisen muss,bitte ich nochmals um Jhre gonsigte und 
shebaldigete gitige Erledigung.Joh seichne mit bestem Damke fUr Jhre Hilfe 





To request Ship ticket from Triest to New-York 

In order to take my sewing machine, my pattern collection, my language-teaching books, my bedding, 
I am asking for the amount of $30. 

Considering that I have been summoned for a medical examination for February 13, I will need to 


have my ship ticket and once again request a quick decision. I acknowledge your help with many 
thanks. 


Sincerely, 
Stefanie Kurz 
Vienna, VIII., Langegasse 63/18 
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Fy a i } 
, ELE 
‘| J hagsie cease nla & hha ische Cultusgemeinde 


oe, 


Wien.i. 


f Hiemtt orlaube ic mirpm die gttige Gewihrung einer Sohiffe+ 
Kakte ven/? riestbach NewtYorkhnsusuch ony 

| £ — Jom din am 16.Desember 1892 in Wien geboron,dahin sustundig, 
und Voll-Waiee.Meine verstorbenen Eltern ,Samuel und Bugebiee Kure waren 
frome Juden und ich habe stets threr Tradition gefolgt «Joh habe mich 
durch 25 Jahre le fransteisohe Sprachlehret-in auersichend erhalten,bin 
jedoch aeit den — arwerbslos 348 niesand mehr frensteiech sondern 
englisohe lernt, seas Sprache toh nicht unterriohten kann.Joh habe durob 
auagewsnderte Bokannte ein: Sivavvketua-Aerianyit su Amerikanern neoh Was~ 
ington erhalten: “,doch betrachten Giese s8 nur ais sine Formsache und ich 


suse wich in Amerika selbst fortbringen .Joh habe beid der israelt.Cultus- — 
gomeindes den Uueckulungsoura fir Kinderkleider-Confection gemacht.dch h&tte 
nol meine Ersparnisae von Mk 2o00<- oe ertibrigt,doch susste ich,um den Pase 


au exhalten, uk 1500.- Dsgo Abgabe betesh-lem,einen Anwalt nehmen,da wan 
ik 3pe0.~ von wir verlangte. 


Joh habe niwlich ein Einfamilien-Hiuschen meiner verstorbenen : 
Eltern in der Slovaked in Werte von Mk jo00.- geerbt,das ion nicht verkaufen 
ken und cit auch eae Zine tekgt Detus verlangte men von mir den vollen 


Yort : an De 








1 musste ,und so Stehe ich vSilig 
in Wen bis auf sins gunslion arme, 
i tor Sonittexarte 2 nicht sufbringen. 
3 Seas te ate 


®i-en, 30. Ukoner 194 o 


Stefanie Kurz Vienna, 30 January 1940 
Langegasse 63/18 


Translation of Prior Letter 
To the Jewish Community Center 


Iam hereby requesting a ship ticket from Triest to New York. 
I was born in Vienna on December 15, 1892. My deceased parents, Samuel and 


Eugenie Kurz were religious Jews and I have maintained the tradition. I have earned 


sufficiently by having taught French for the past 25 years, until the current events, 


when no one wants to learn French anymore, but rather English, which is a language I 
cannot teach. Through friends who have emigrated, I have received a servant Affidavit 
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for Washington, although this will only be a consideration for I must get myself to 
America. I have taken a re-education course in children's clothing --desserts at the 
Jewish Community Center. I had savings of approximately Mk 2000,, still I had to pay 
Mk 1500.-- in order to obtain a passport. Other expenses, I had to take a lawyer, for 
which I had to pay Mk 3000--. 

I have inherited a single family little house from my deceased parents in Slovakia, 
valued at Mk3000.--, that Iam unable to sell and which also brings in no interest. 
Because of that, Iam required to pay the full value and so I have absolutely no funds. 
I have no relatives in Vienna, except for a widowed sister who cannot afford the ship 
ticket. 

I am politely requesting that the Jewish Community Center, for whom my deceased 
father gave numerous donations, who donated to the Chewvra Kadischa and these 
numerous donations be used to pay for a ship ticket from Triest to New York. 

In order to take my sewing machine, my pattern collection, the langauge teaching 
books and my linen, I am further requesting a grant of 30 Dollars. 

In consideration of the fac — t that Iam scheduled for the physical examination, at 
which point I must already have the ship ticket, I am requesting a quick resolution. I 
am concluding with many thanks for your help 

Respectfully yours 


Stefanie Kurz 
Vienna VIII., Langegasse 63/18 
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DR. ALFRED MERIL Vienna, 25.1. 1942 
Dear valued director, 


Miss Steffi Kurz, whom I have known for years and who has worked as a French 
teacher to make ends meet and also taught my daughters, is facing her emigration. 
Due to all kinds of reprisals she is unable to cover her travel expenses. Since this is a 
particularly honorable case well worthy of support, I shall be deeply obliged f you 
could approach the Jewish Community for granting Miss Steffi Kurz a ship ticket. I ask 
you to accept my sincere thanks for your efforts. 

Yours truly, Dr. Meril 


es vx ‘ 1 9.Feb. 940 
Letacl Zaltutecm indc Wicn : ate 
AucwWanicrungeabtic ilunc. 
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I herewith acknowledge receipt of the letter from the consulate, but I also acknowledge 
that the Jewish Community Vienna makes the reservation of supplying the foreign 
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currency for buying the ship tickets only upon approval by the meeting. 


Vienna, 12.2.1940 Stefanie Sara Kurz 








ape 


te OIE E eceipt of the letter from the American 


‘onsulate ¢ oncerning my ship 
ticket(s) for the purpose of granting the visa, but I also acknowledge that the Jewish 


Community is entitled to fix the date of departure according to the available foreign 
currency. 


I also acknowledge that a contribution from my foreign relatives could accelerate the 
clearance. Vienna, 12.2.1940 Stefanie Kurz 
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Sara Korg 
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Kurz Stefanie 


I Person USA 


Does not want to telegraph 
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Kurz Stefanie 8., Langegasse 63 


The Jewish Community informs you that the department for emigration has granted 
passage to the USA for I person according to decision of the commission. 


For the purpose of preparing for the passage you have to appear at the foreign 
currency consultancy at the Jewish Community, Vienna I, Seitenstettengasse 4, 3rd 


floor immediately after receipt of this letter. 
To bring along: 
1.) Valid passport (with visa) 


2.) Certificate of tax clearance, either issued after 1.10.1939 or issued by your local 
tax office with corresponding validity comment (JUW4A-nonobligatory, JUWA paid, or 
JUWA guaranteed) 


3.) You have to pay at the foreign currency office the sum of RM 1.500 in cash Vienna, 
18.February 1940 1939 Emigration Department of the Jewish Community (signature 


illegible) 
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The following is testimony from Tante Stephy Kurz, my grandmother Strauss' younger 
sister: 
Stefanie Kurz Vienna, 30 January 1940 


Langegasse 63/18 
To The Jewish Community Center 
I am hereby requesting a ship ticket from Triest to New York. 


I was born in Vienna on December 15, 1892. My deceased parents, Samuel and 
Eugenie Kurz were religious Jews and I have maintained the tradition. I have earned 
sufficiently by having taught French for the past 25 years, until the current events, 
when no one wants to learn French anymore, but rather English, which is a language I 
cannot teach. Through friends who have emigrated, I have received a servant Affidavit 
for Washington and must get myself to America. I have taken a re-education course in 
children's clothing --desserts at the Jewish Community Center. I had savings of 
approximately Mk 2000, still I had to pay Mk 1500.-- in order to obtain a passport. 
Other expenses, I had to take a lawyer, for which I had to pay Mk 3000--. 

I have inherited a single family little house from my deceased parents in Slovakia, 
valued at Mk3000.--, that Iam unable to sell and which also brings in no interest. 
Because of that, Iam required to pay the full value and so I have absolutely no funds. I 
have no relatives in Vienna, except for a widowed sister who cannot afford the ship 
ticket. 


I am politely requesting that the Jewish Community Center, for whom my deceased 
father gave numerous donations, who [also] donated to the Chewvra Kadischa and 
these numerous donations be used to pay for a ship ticket from Triest to New York. 


In order to take my sewing machine, my pattern collection, the language teaching 
books and my linen, I am further requesting a grant of 30 Dollars. 


In consideration of the fact that I am scheduled for the physical examination, at which 
point I must already have the ship ticket, I am requesting a quick resolution. I am 
concluding with many thanks for your help 


Respectfully yours 
Stefanie Kurz 


Vienna VIIT., Langegasse 63/18 
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Khevenhullerstrasse 


While sorting through old documents, I came across the following items that I thought 
would be of interest. 


This is part of the contract of Tante Rosa Allina's purchase of the house on 
Khevenhillerstrasse: 


“absohr itt p . 





D208 GE0nS Eubhe oS Tatonisuels sotdunesneeior age ode tds: 
déiol ov~ie Weleher. am.unten, angesetaten. Tage: zwischen: 
wtumierecdcir abies Frau, Rasa Sara,.A 1d, 1-4. n,a;-, Hausbesitzerin in Wien xIX., 
on ar _.,Khevenhtillergasse. 20, als Verk#ufersén.: einerseits.- und. 
st ethet fos Beds Boren, Frany.0 p. 4 tz, Autospenglerelibesitzer,. Wien XK, 
ies , Brigittaplatz. i8/20,: andererseits. abgesohlossen: wurde: wie folgt: 
i. “HERB. EBLiliestadaed seis & 3 | 
Frau Rosa Sara Allin & | ist Eigenttimerin der Liegenschart 
“43 ‘ein aus: dn. Wien. XTX... Khevenhiillerstrage BOs, Heys: K.G.65, E, z. 109 


estiricesd Ger Katastralgemeinde: Potzleinsdort,.. _bestehend, aus den. Parzellen 
wee tetiots Rat Bahl S1/E- Garten. Ska, PAUSE 28. 32, Garten, :674/4, Weg und 


agin Rien. 2K 


o Hh By t 33 & eS REPO 25 f2 7 


Frau Rosa Sara Allin & verkauft und tibergibt und Herr 
S86) Heb > Branz,.0, Bs i,.t, Z%... Kautt. und, ‘bernimnt. hiemit. die vorgenannte Lie- 


ip 


- . Senschaft, um den ‘versinbarten. Kaufpreis Won, RM. 47.100.- (Reichs- 
vob fio Mark, slebenundvierzigtausendeinhundert).._. | 
Der Kaufpreis von, RM 47.100.- wird yom Kiufer. unter Einem 
auf ein separates Bankkonto eriegt, tiber eaiectiiee er nur gemein- 
-sf0 jos; Sem mit Dr.Reinhard, Dollinger, Wien I,,Weihburggasse 9, verfiigen 
oo of KODNs.9Der. Keufpreis wird vor allem. zur,Herstellung des von der 


oof .cey, Verk&uferin. garantierten Grundbuchstandes und im tibrigen nach den 


De he 
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And the forced sale to the Nazis on September 18, 1941: 


















{ores o_ery Too > % SARE TS oo eeamrrte nr pres 
s * b aw) = et all eee , re ee) 
SNe ee me a 


| Genetnacteiwal tum, des “Ret Sneeatan Wien 
Abteilung VIII/5~— Preisbehorde 
Gruppe: Entjudung von iiegenschaf tens 


a yO Wien, am 18. September 1941. | 
Herrn 1., Siemmigafimk RathausstraBe 2. | 
Franz Opitz, Sernruf: maneiome B47 ~5-17 





zu Handen des Herr 


& : Ltegenfebaften 





Dr. Emgelbert Heppner, ‘Saeiw Dr.Lag/Ba. { 
Wien, I., €», tt; 9428/TII. ! 
¥ eih zgas 05 9 . ; . (bei fedem Gezug unbedingt. an:uffibren. ) 

~ ‘Big.: 


Wuf Grund ses § 8 der Derordnung fiber den Cinfak bes jildifehen Dermdgens vom 3. Dezember 1938, 


Re GeBi. L S. 1709, wird der swifeen FTAMZ ae » Wien, X%., 
Brigittaplatz (18/20, - 


als Aaufer und Rosa Sara ALllina=s, “Wien, XIX, ,Khevenhillerstr. 20yvarte. durck 


Dr-Adolt Tserael Sey ‘Wien, nal Wollzeile 18, 


als Dertiufer fiber die Derduferung und Abertragung der Siegen{att(en) 2 Red -109, Kat. Gen. Pétel gins- 
dorf,Haus Wien ,»E%. , Khevenhiillerstr. 20, Grdst. Nr. Bf hy 31/2, 32, 674/45 
EBL 29 5--- Soe EYELET 5 


abgefdloffene, der Genehmigisig angefdloffene Aaufvertrag vom . 1. : vi. 19417 _ te. 5 @ he > @ 
SEAMING MREAZRSA genehmigt. Die im AKaufvertrage genanmte(st) Slegen{cpaft(en) dark innerbalb 3weier 
Sabre gerecynet vom Cage der WUusitellung der Genehmigung ohne befondere Bewilligung durch dfe Genehmigungs- 
bebdrbe nicht verdufert werden. Sie benunédvierzigtausend— 

Der Kaufpreis wird mit RM.47°100-—-= @Qm...eimhundert ... ce. nae...) feftaefest. 

Sn Unrednung auf den Aaufpreis dfirfen die bis zum. Seitpuntt dec Cinverleibung des Cigentums- 
rechtes bes Adufers (Ser Adufer) eingetragenen bilcerliden Laften tibernommen ober bezablt werden. Ebenfo dilr- 
fen dfe nicht einverletbten rildftdndigen Sffentlicen UWhgaben bes Derduferers (Wertzumacdsabgabe) woke sicher 

sompefiterctanSinnitingan Ste mit Whfehluf und Durdhfiibrung des oben angeffibtten Aaufvertrages 

verbunsenen Koften, Gpefen und Provifionen, fowelt fie laut Dereinbarung aus dem ARaufpreis 3u decen find, ausbe- 
zablt werden. Andere Sablungen (Auswanderungstoften es.) Sfirfen in Unrechnung auf den Aaufpreis 
nicht gelefftet werden. Der Refttaufpreis fft nach Mafgabe der FAlligteit auf das auf den amen bes Der- 
tdufers lautende, gemaf § 59 ff Devifengefes gefpercte, bereits beftehende bezw. neu ju erricdtende befdrdntt 
verfiigbare Gicerungstonto bei einer in der Oftmarf geffibrten Devifenbant zu bezablen, fiber welches nur mit 
Genehmigung der Devifenftelle Wien, Wbherwachungsabteilung, verfiigt werden darf. Diefe Wnordnung gilt als 
vorldufige Gicerungsanordnung der Devifenftelle Wien gemaf §§ 59, 62, Dev.-Gef. v. 12, Dezember 1938. Die 
Derwendung der nicht auf das oben angeffibrte Monto erlegten Gelder ift binnen 14 Tagen bei der Devifenftelle 
Wien, Uberwachungsabteilung, im Einzelnen durch Originalbelege naczuwetfen. 

Gofern einer der auf der Vertduferfeite Geteiligten bas Reidsgebiet inzwifcen verlafjen Hat, ift fede 
zur Ubbdectung des Derfaufspretfes dtenende Handlung infoweit nur mit Genehmigung der zuftdndigen Devifen- 
ftelle, die gefondert unter Dorlage Slefes VBefdeides 3u beantragen tft, suldffig. 





i Dor Ertetlung der Rechtstraftbeftatigung tft dfefe Genebmigung fOr die Grundbuchseinverleibung 
rs ungiiltig. 

a oas t der Gefchwerde binnen 14 Tagen 
: ngbe x berbinigenden Dienftftelle einzubringen. 
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According to my father, Herr Opitz purchased it for the baker, Schamburek, because 
apparently, one could only buy a certain number of houses owned by Jews. 


Moma evidently convinced Tante Rosa to name Stephan as her heir for the house, 
knowing full well that the Allinas had no chance of getting out of Vienna. 


The following email was written by the son of the man who purchased the family 
house on Khevenhullerstrasse: 


Dear Mrs. Shiffers! 


I hope yourself and your family is [sic] healthy and well. You probably will not be able 
to meet your grandchildren in person these days, but Iam sure that the thoughts of 
them will give you the strength to weather the storm. 


The reason I am writing to you is that I have been thinking a lot about your parents 
[sic] and the Alina’s [sic] story lately. Let me explain: 


As CoVid 19 started to spread to Austria 3 weeks ago, it became foreseeable for my 
wife and me, that we would have to take actions in order to safeguard our parents and 
parents in law. We therefore took the decision that, while I am still working and in 
regular contact with peoples, [sic] I would have to move into the vacant flat in 
KhevenhiillerstraBe (my wife is meanwhile taking care of both, the older and younger 
generation). Iam now taking shelter behind this old house's thick walls while a 
threatening thunderstorm is approaching on the horizon. 


I hope you don’t misunderstand: I am not comparing the manmade Nazi crimes with 
the natural disaster we are facing, and I am well aware that, although CoViD 
confronts all of us with a great challenge, it is nothing compared to the fate of your 
family almost 80 years ago. 


But in a very deep and personal manner, I now understand how much safety these 
walls can emit, I now understand how distant the problems appear when the sun is 
shining over the trees and the garden of Khevenhiullerstrafpe, and I now better 
understand the reality defying hopefulness expressed by Rosa Alina [sic] in her letters 
to your [grand]mother and father. 


Be safe and sheltered 
With the very best regards, 


Alexander 
Vienna, Austria 
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Julius Schifferes 


The following 1s a list of my grandfather, Julius Schifferes' classmates from his 
Gymnasium in Vienna, which I was able to find online: 


Archiv verlassen und diese Seite im Standarddesign 


anzeigen : Jahresbericht uber das K.K. Staatsqgymnasium 
im II. Bezirke in Wien 1889/90 


schaefera 


Ib. 


*Alfred Lowy 
*Gustav Muller 
Adolf Nemec 
Karl Neumark 
*Anton Nicklas 
Franz Oblath 
Franz Panagl 
Othmar Pawlik 
*Alfred Pippal 
Leo Pollak 

*Karl Preindl 
*Armin Reichmann 
Robert Reineck 
Marcelins Rix 
Rudolf Robitzek 
Hugo Rosinger 
Franz Ruzicka. 
Rudolf Rziha 
Hugo Salzer 
Otto Samek 
Alois Schafer 
Ludwig Schick 
Julius Schifferes 
Berthold Sohlesinger 


http://forum.ahnenforschung.net/archive/index.php/t-9778.html 
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Various Old Documents 





Five Gulden Note from Vienna 


circa 1835 
The Gulden or forint was the currency used in the lands of the House of Habsburg, also 
known as the Austrian Empire, from 1804 and 1867 and the Austro-Hungarian 
Monarchy after 1867. It was then replaced by the Krone, which was based on the gold 
standard. 
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Completed confirmation that WIENER Michael has taught in the first semester of the 
required Humanities Class. 


Certificate of authority with Presidential Decree from 15 August 1837 Number 4805 


Prague, the 6th of March 1842. Phil. Doct. J.A. Wessely M 
Certified private Teacher for the Humanities Class 





For the Census 
Samuel, Son of Moses Abraham and Barbara 
Schifferes née Jeiteles 
was born in Prague on I November 1841 
Completed in Prague on 31 November 1857 
Simon Plohn 
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Mr. Leopold Schifferes Mrs. Ottilie Schifferes 
requests the honor of your presence requests the honor of your presence 
at the marriage of his daughter at the marriage of her son 
Bertha Julius 
with Mr. Julius Schifferes with Miss Bertha Schifferes 
which will take place on July 5 at which will take place on July 5 at 
11:45 a.m. in the Temple, 11:45 a.m. in the Temple, 
I. Seitenstettengasse I. Seitenstettengasse 
Vienna, in July 1908 Vienna, in July 1908 


Congratulations: Saturday, July 4---Telegram Address: IT. Rembrandtstrasse 25 
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Stephan Schifferes' Doctor of Law Degree from 
The University of Vienna 
1934 
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NOS RECTOR UNIVERSITATIS LITTERARUM VINDOBONENSIS 


ERNESTUS TOMEK 


S.S. THEOLOGIAE DOCTOR PROFESSOR HISTORIAE ECCLESIASTICAE PUBLICUS ORDINARiUS 


FERDINANDUS DEGENFELD-SCHONBURG : 


IURIS ET PHILOSOPHIAE DOCTOR PROFESSOR IURIS AC RERUM POLITICARUM PUBLICUS ORDINARIUS 


H. ‘T. IURIS CONSULTORUM ORDINIS DECANUS 


ceesenperassenorsrsnrrererecseneaesss rrresererers mosssssnesssnsssssnazccsassecnccasengpfesssscsnsnamMessssessaaseWrcassssastesassesnsDessss Aw eees Faces. tags aanstinaasannnnn im ME nn WE nn ne Ninna nnn ston nnnnene eg nnn nnnnnnnnnnnnncnn pn nnennnnnaamnrrennaresenampernneneerereereeererereeyee! 


EE 





POSTQUAM EXAMINIBUS LEGITIMIS LAUDABILEM IN UNIVERSO IURE DOCTRINAM PROBAVIT 


DOCTORIS IURIS NOMEN ET HONORES JURA ET PRIVILEGIA 


CONTULIMUS IN EIUSQUE REI FIDEM HASCE LITTERAS UNIVERSITATIS SIGILLO SANCIENDAS 
CURAVIMUS. 


VINDOBONAE, DIE... Ue newsis Lobe... MOMXXXIV, 





Copiam cum originalt in charta signo publico instructa 


Stephan Schifferes 
Doctor Juris from The University of Vienna 
July 6, 1934 
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As I was sifting through boxes of photos, I came across more old documents. Here is 
proof of Stephan's membership in the Social Democratic Party. 





Social Democratic Workers 
German Austria 


5 - rit spereerreyer: ate 
z : i tae 
5 i eye ae = ie 
t -.B oe 


Mitgtieossafts- -fladhmeio 


: Sostaldomotratt ithe Firbeiterpartei 
Houthhofiorreibhs 


yy . 
We ia if 
Vy ‘ what 
a, ll 
. 


Ve We alk ids daa gil, ba 


\ 
eoneeeonenane 


la 
VY PUN eS "= in 
*/ ba 


‘S Mitgliedsauswets 
: ‘Fae 

Looe Leto se 

Foil’ 


LU das LbLP 


il} 


_ Unterjdrift des Obmannes , , 
geboren am 
spoon lo Cons taupe! 


pouenbaigeunsigeed 
ee 


ne : 
ase. Arb. -- Pare = 
ae C? ff | 


SM le 
Goat aa PONG RE HHHBSAAAK ERT HAAR ARAAARHdOTAoeHaeanger 


HS 
= 
| 
: 4. 
ae | 
—— 





ew: of Membership Stephan Schifferes 
Registered Social Democratic Workers Party 
14. November 1928 Proof of Membership 

for Stephan Schifferes 
Student born on 21./XI. 1909 
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I had never heard that my father had been a member of 
"The Friends of Nature" from 1931-1934! 
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Proof of Membership Stephan Schifferes 
"The Friends of Nature" 
Founded 1895 
Membership Card 


I knew that my mother had studied in Italy. Her identification from the program, 
Italian for Foreigners in Perugia, which shows that in 1936, life in Vienna was normal. 
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Regia Italian University for Foreigners Perugia-Academic Year 1936 
Perugia Liese Strauss, daughter of Hugo Austrian 


108 




















The two photos of Stephan were taken in Berlin on August 1, 1937, when 
the Jewish Handball team had to travel to play other Jewish teams. Both photos were 
taken by: 





This is on the back of the above photos. 


109 


Apparently, in 1947, my family was in touch with the Jewish Community Center in 
Vienna (Kultusgemeinde) and must have requested copies of the following documents: 
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das nachbenannie Brauipaar nach den Geseizen des Staates u. d. Religion geiraut worden ist: 
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Marriage Certificate 
23 February 1908 
Bridegroom: 
Carl Pollak 
Born on 12. II-1875 in Vienna 
Residing in Lang Enzersdorf 
Son of Heinrich Pollak 
and of Charlotte née Gotzlinger 
Bride: 
Malvine Schifferes 
born on 25.V.1882 in Vienna 
Residing in Vienna IT. Rembrandtstr. 21 
Daughter of Samuel Schifferes 
and Ottilie née Siebenschein 
The wedding took place in the presence of witnesses 
Leopold Schifferes 
Siegfried Weigl 
by Rabbi Gtidemann 
in Vienna 
I. Seitenstetteng. 4 
Vienna on 28 November 1947 
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The wedding certificate of my grandfather, Julius Schifferes, to his cousin, Bertha 
Schifferes was also included: 
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us Schifferes' death certificate 
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Stephan's brother, Martin Schifferes' birth and death certificates were 
also requested from the Jewish Community Center in Vienna. 
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Dr. Hugo Strauss 


Another interesting bit of information I was able to obtain was the following: 


In November 2011, after having inquired at the Magistrate of Vienna about the arrival of my great 
grandfather Friedrich Strauss in Vienna from his native Hungary, I received a reply that informed 
me that my grandfather, Hugo Strauss (born in Vienna March 30, 1882) actually had a younger 
brother named Georg Strauss (born in Vienna on December 30, 1884). I then wrote an email to the 
Jewish Community Center in Vienna (IKG) to ask for more information about Georg Strauss. Much 
to my astonishment, I learned that there had actually been other siblings as well: a sister named 
Frieda, born on May 7, 1883, who died on January 20, 1887, as well as a brother named Otto, born 
on July 25, 1890, who died on September 11, 1890. 


On my mother, Liese Friederike Strauss' birth certificate, her name was listed as Liese Frieda 
Friederike . We knew that Friederike was after her paternal grandfather, but now we understand 
why she had an extra middle name! 


Georg Strauss married Katharina Jokl on December 22, 1918. They were divorced 


on September 6, 1921. Immediately thereafter (September 18, 1921) Georg Strauss married Margit 
Spitzer, daughter of Wilhelm Spitzer and Laura Altmann. Margit was born on May 11, 1889. They 
were divorced on August 2, 1927. 


According to the Magistrate in Vienna, Georg Strauss had a peripatetic existence, as witnessed by 
the following list of his residences in Vienna: 


May 23, 1919: &., Lange Gasse 46 
December 6, 1921: 2., Nordbahnstrasse 18 
January 13, 1925; 7., Lerchenfeldstrasse 37 
April 17, 1926: 2., Mayergasse 3 

September 11, 1926: 2., Nordbahnstrasse 18 
June 15, 1927: 2., Schweidlgasse 13 

August 29, 1927: 9., Gruinentrogasse 26 
November 8, 1927: 9., Griinentorgasse 8 
June 23, 1935: 9., Gussenbauergasse 2 

July 18, 1935: departed for Amsterdam 


Herr Wolf-Erich Eckstein from the Jewish Community Center in Vienna wrote (January 2, 
2012) that Georg Strauss' third marriage to Berta Morgenstern (born in Vienna on August 12, 1892) 
daughter of Adolf Morgenstern from Kremsier (died in Vienna on March 12 1912--buried in 
Zentralfriedhof I. 52 40 68) and Dorothea née Wurm (or Worm) took place in Vienna on May 20, 
1928 in Vienna. 


Through the Central Bureau Voor Genealogie in Amsterdam, we learned that Georg Strauss 
and his wife, Berta Morgenstern, lived in Amsterdam at Utrechtsestraat 27-29. They had no 
children. Georg was a salesman and Berta worked as a clerk for a pharmaceutical company. 


Through the Yad Va Shem website (www.yadvashem.org), and through my friend Carla 


Rosenberg, who lives in Amsterdam, we learned that Berta Morgenstern and Georg Strauss were 
deported from Westerbork, Holland on March 20, 1943 to Sobibor, 
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Expunged 


My mother's dear friend, Ines Hochmuth Mandl, gave me a book (Advokaten 1938, 
Das Schicksal der in den Jahren 1938 bis 1945 verfolgten Osterreichishen 
Rechtstanwaltinnen und Rechtsanwalte, Barbara Sauer/Ilse Reiter-Zatloukal, Manz, 
2010), that listed all the Viennese lawyers who were expunged. Because my 
grandfather, Dr. Hugo Strauss, had been in practice for so long, the Nazis allowed him 
to continue working as a "consultant". 


DR. HUGO STRAUSS (page 336) 


born: 30.3.1882 Vienna-- 

died: 23.7.1945 Chicago, USA 

Doctorate: Vienna 17.7.1907 

Date of entry: 27.10.1914 

Law Office address: Vienna I, 

Universitatsstrasse 5 

Sworn Bookkeeper both Criminal Courts 

Expunged: [According t] Reich's Citizenship Law 
29.12.1938 authorized as Jewish Consultant in Ostmark until 
31.3.1939 

26.9.1939 confirmed 

2.2.1940 Emigration to USA, employed as Accountant at 
Goldblatt Bros. firm 

Source: Meldearch; OSta Hilfsfonds (Widow) 


Johannes Deutsch, husband of Hede Strauss, and Emil Kurz, cousin of Sophie Strauss, 
and Stefan Ringer, brother-in-law of Sophie Strauss, were among the many lawyers 
expunged by the Nazis. 


Johannes L. Deutsch (page 111) 


born: 27.9.1905 Vienna 
Doctorate: Vienna 20.12.1927 
Registered: 15.1.1935 
Law Office Vienna I. 
Universitatsstrasse 5 
28.5.1938 Prohibition of Representation 


Expunged: [According to] Reich Citizenship Law 

28.2.1939 Emigration through Switzerland and France, from 20.3.1939 in the U.S.A., 
lived in Chicago until 1941, afterward until 1945 in Urbana, Illinois, from 1945 until 
1947 in Washington, from 1947 in Arlington, Virginia, finally in the 1960's worked as 
librarian. 


117 


Emil Kurz (page 218) 


born: 24.2.1895 Holics, Hungary/Holics, Slovakia— 
death: unknown 

Doctorate: Vienna 6.10.1919 

Registered: 12.10.1926 

Law Office:Address: Vienna I. 

Rosenbursenstrasse 8 

Expunged: [According to] Reich Citizenship Law 
21.6.1938 departed for Switzerland 


Source: Meldearchiv 


Stefan Ringer (page 284) 


Born: 26. 1.1871 Wadowice, Galicia/Wadowice, Poland- 


Died: 23.10.1939 Vienna 

Studies in Vienna 

Registered: 16.5,1905 

Law Office: Vienna 2. 

Taborstrasse 2la 

Expunged: [According to] Reich Citizenship Law 
Sources: Meldearchiv. 
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Stubby Leas 


Upon is arrival in England in March of 1938, Stephan was sent to work on a farm 
called Stubby Leas in northern England which was owned by the Brunt Family. The 
following information was found on the Internet. 
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Stubby Leas_@/ 
ESE 
sent eio S tubby L Cc as C ale Home Introduction 


Stubby Leas is registered for 48 residents with a dementia. 

Welcome to Stubby Leas 

Stubby Leas is set down a leafy lane in the heart of Staffordshire. A former old farmhouse, 
with lots of thick walls and hidden gems. Our aim is to provide a professional, caring and 
sensitive haven at what can be a difficult time. We offer a relaxed, friendly and respectful 
approach to the care of your loved one in a comfortable, warm, peaceful setting. 

The spacious home has several places where residents can sit in private with their relatives, 
away from the noise and chatter of other people. This includes a café, with a range of 
drinks, sweets and snacks for sale. The home is surrounded by huge, rich, landscaped 
gardens, with seating areas in lots of different place.compassion and dignity. 

Fisherwick Road 

Whittington 

Lichfield WS13 SPT 

Staffordshire 

United Kingdom 

https://stubbyleasnursinghome.com/ 

After spending a six weeks on the farm, Stephan was "transferred" to the Hale Nursery, 
which happened to put him much closer to his mother, who was working as a domestic. 
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Hale Nursery 
The following was written by Stephan Shiffers, as part of his memotr: 


"There I was employed in the greenhouse and learned to pot, bud, water, and cut 
chrysanthemums. The nursery was owned by a “Captain” Dodgson, and the foreman was a 
young Englishman. I think his name was Nelson. Besides me there was one youngster and 
several girls, children from Vienna, employed. I had a room in a “Council House” with a 
Mr. Philipson. Our landlady told me that he was an educated man and saw once better 
times. Of the conversations I had with him, I only remember that I told him about the 
military conditions in Germany, how well-armed Germany was and that the few balloons 
were not enough protection against the German Luftwaffe. 


The work was much easier than on the farm and the other advantage was that the place 
was close to Bournemouth, where, in the meantime, my mother got a job as a cook at a 
Mrs. E. N. Mason, who owned “Campden House” at Burley, Ringwood, Hants." 


[The following letter was sent to Stephan while he was at Hale Nursery. Although his 
memories were a bit vague, from the correspondence of that time, I learned that he, in fact, 
acted as counselor to a group of children who had come to England with the 
Kindertransport. The letter was sent to him at the Hale Nurseries in Fordingbridge, Hants, 
England. | 


CHILDREN AND YOUTH ALIYAH SOCIETY FOR THE IMMIGRATION OF JEWISH 
BOYS AND GIRLS INTO PALESTINE 


Stefan Schifferes esq. c/o Hale Nurseries Ltd., Woodgreen, Fondigbridge,[sic] Hants. 
Dear Mr. Schifferes, 


JOINT PRESIDENTS: MISS HENRIETTA SZOLD DR. CHAIM WEIZMANN VICE 
PRESIDENTS: MRS. LOLA HAHN-WARBURG THE MARCHIONESS OF READING, 
J.P. VISCOUNTESS SAMUEL THE RT. HON. LORD MELCHETT DR. ARTHUR 
RUPPIN DR. OSKAR WOLFSBERG HON. SECRETARY: MRS. EVA MICHAELIS- 
STERN 


Please find enclosed herewith, a number of questionnaires together with a list of boys to 
whom they should be given. We would be greatly obliged if you would undertake to have 
these questionnaires [sic] filled in by the boys concerned and returned to us as soon as 
possible. 

Yours faithfully 

Erich Duchinsky 

Shalom. 

2, SOUTHAMPTON PLACE, LONDON, W.C.1 ALITYAH, LONDON, Yugend Aliyah 
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List of Boys to fill in enclosed Questionnaires [sic]. 


Heinrich Friedman 
Laszlo Goldberger 
Sigmund Grunberg 
Moses Jacob Hoffmann 
Paul Klein 

Adolf Leitner 

Hersz Szmetana 


The following information was found on the Internet. 
[http://history.woodgreen.shop.org/hale-nursery-house-of-flowers/ |I had been in touch 
with someone from the Historical Society in Fordingham, who was surprised to learn 
that Jewish refugees (namely, my father) had been employed at the Hale Nursery and 
that children from the Kindertransport had also lived there! Subsequently, the photo of 
Stephan Schifferes and his comments were added to the information, and also copy of 
the telegram, sent to Stephan aboard the ss President Harding by Captain Dodgson! 


HALE NURSERY — HOUSE OF FLOWERS 


Hale Nursery, on the site now occupied by Dodgson Close, was a major horticultural 
nursery set up in 1922. It prospered particularly during the Second World War when 
the work force exceeded 110 (which included at least ten Land Army Girls, two of 

whom married locals and remained in the 
district). The business closed in the 1980s. 


The nursery was established in the 1920s, when 
Captain Philip H Dodgson purchased three 
acres of land, in Hale, just outside the 
Woodgreen boundary on which he erected four 
greenhouses. This grew to a sixteen-acre 
complex of industrial scale greenhouses and 
poly tunnels, a hostel to house workers, three 
bungalows and a retail outlet as well as the 
building of Nursery Cottages. It provided 
employment through the depression of the 20s 
and 30s. 


Initially the nursery grew cucumbers but after 
1926 concentrated on flowers until wartime, 
when it was allowed to use 10% of capacity for 
growing flowers, the rest being used for 
producing food, mostly lettuce, onions and tomatoes. Working at the nursery was 
classified as war-work, so anyone employed there would not be drafted into the 
services. 





15 Land Army girls came to the village to work, some of them staying after the war, 
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when the nursery returned to growing flowers. Some local residents also worked in the 
Land Army. A lorry load of plants left the village daily for Covent Garden. Other 
deliveries were made to Bristol and the Midlands. By 1958 the nurseries employed 
over 100 people, but by 1970 this number was down to 70. 


The business used 400,000 gallons of oil annually in 1975. Rising fuel costs along with 
wage increases were making it difficult to sustain. In 1977 the business was taken over 
by the Jack Beanstalk Group, and in 1981 an unsuccessful attempt was made by Plant 
Technology PLC to develop the nurseries as a “Plant Micropropogation Unit.” The 
site finally closed in 1985 and was cleared for housing development (Dodgson Close) 
in 1992. Many Woodgreen residents worked in the nursery, some from the beginning to 
their final closure. The majority came from nearby towns and villages or even further 


afield. 


During the Second World War, refugees from Europe also worked at the nursery. One 
of these was Stephan Schifferes. He was a Jewish refugee from Austria who worked at 
Hale Nursery for a few months in 1939 before travelling on to America to join his 
fiance. The following recollections are from a biography compiled by his daughter: 





Stephan on his way to see his mother, Bertha, who worked as a cook at Campden 
House in Burley. 
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“... [was employed in the greenhouse and learned to pot, bud, water and cut 
chrysanthemums. The nursery was owned by a Captain Dodgson and the foreman was 
a young Englishman — I think his name was Nelson. Besides me there was one 
youngster and several girls and children from Vienna employed. I had a room in a 
“Council house” with a Mr Philipson. Our land lady told me that he was an educated 
man and once saw better times. Of the conversations I had with him I only remember 
that I told him about the military conditions in Germany, how well-armed Germany 
was and that the few balloons were not enough protection against the German 


Luftwaffe.” 
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ISCHIFFERES PASSENGER PRESIDENT HARDING SOUTHAMPTON 
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T elegram sent Captain Dodgson when Stephan emigrated to America 
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On February 28, 1942, Stephan Shiffers received his Alien Registration Card. 
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Frédéric Steissel 


After doing some research on the Internet, I found Frederick Steissel's name on the 
www.geni.com website. There I noticed that his only daughter, Jacqueline Nestler, had 
posted information about him. After sending her an email, I received a quick response. 
Jacqui was amazed to have made a connection, as was I! Her father was the pianist and 
accordionist who played in an ensemble with Karl Schifferes, cellist, and Rudolf 
Laufer, violinist, when they were in Correéze as part of the G.T.E (Groupe Transit 
Etrangere). There is more information about this time period in MY STORY. Since 
Steissel (born 1919) and Laufer (born 1904) were much younger than Karl (born in 
1894), they both managed to survive--Steissel was put in a labor camp at Grof-Rosen 
and Laufer was able to escape. Jacqui also sent me a placard from the time they were 
interned in France. The placard announced a forthcoming concert. 
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In an email dated September 7, 2020 Jacqui wrote the following: 


My father was liberated from the KZ Grofs-Rosen by the Russians. He did not, thank 
God, remain in Auschwitz since he-so I assume-was young and was transferred to a 
work camp. He also played music in the choir. Upon liberation, he met my mother (an 
Austrian Jew, who had been in the women’s section of Grof-Rosen) and they quickly 
married. My mother would have liked to return to Vienna, but my father preferred 
France, where he had already lived. So they made their way back to the middle of 
France. My father played in a little orchestra, with whom he traveled through the 
middle and southern part of France, and so I was born in the small town, Brive (in 
Correze), because my father happened to have a performance there. The first 5 years 
of my life were spent “on the road” (from town to town, depending on where the 
orchestra happened to be playing. Those were extremely difficult years, where we 
somehow managed financially. 


When the time came for me to start school in 1951, we moved to Paris, where my 
father worked as a pianist in various nightclubs. The work was from 10 p.m. until 5 
a.m. Then he would sleep until the afternoon. I can remember that at that time there 
were no opportunities for vacation, etc. for that profession: the pay was per 
performance, and my father worked 364 days a year, and was only off on the 1" of 
May. The music was always light, entertaining music, featuring piano, but also 
sometimes accordion and trumpet, and probably also other [instruments]. 


When I was 13 years old, my father met a young woman, fell head over heels in love 
and left us. It was not a friendly separation. I suffered a lot because of that and after 
finishing the Abitur in 1963, left my mother and moved to Vienna to be with my aunt (a 
sister of my mother who had been in concentration camp with her). 


After the separation from my mother, my father left the music profession and began a 
career in the P.M.U. (state Horse-Racing-Operation), where he had a lot of success. 
He earned decently and later received a good pension. And yet he always loved music 
and he still performed in private venues (coffee houses, hotels, galas) until his death. 
He also composed a vast amount of songs, which I have. There are very nice 
newspaper articles about him and his music in local newspapers. At the end of his life 
he lived in southern France. Papa adored performing for people. He really enjoyed 
being in the spotlight!!! 


In the 1950’s he was in contact with Rudi Laufer in Paris (I remember him and his 
German wife well) and also visited him in Holland in the 1990’s. 
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In a later email, Jacqueline wrote: 


I will try to explain [how her father and Rudolf Laufer were able to escape), although I 
am not 100 percent certain. 


According to the book “Un camp de Juifs oubliés: Soudeilles 1941-1942”, the 
Transport did not go directly to Auschwitz, but rather stopped en route in order to 
bring the deported people to other camps. I am assuming that the men who were able 
to work (my father was younger than Karl) were brought to a labor camp, in my 
father’s case, to Grof-Rosen, whereas others, [who were] older, unfortunately were 
brought directly to the gas chambers. During one of the stopovers, Rudi Laufer 
managed to flee. That sounds somewhat plausible, right? 


Years ago, after having read the book about the Groupe Transit Etranger by Paul and 
Mouny Estrade, I was 1n touch with them, sharing information about Karl Schifferes. 
Upon learning from Jacqueline Nestler that Rudolf Laufer somehow managed to 
escape and survive the war, I wrote to the Estrades to tell them about my discoveries. 
They were baffled by the fact that Laufer had survived, considering that they had 
apparently learned from the Simon Wiesenthal Center that he had been murdered at 
Auschwitz. I shared with them the fact that there were, in fact, two Rudolf Laufers. 
The following information came from the www.geni.com website: 


Rudolf Laufer 


Birthdate: December 14, 1888 
Birthplace: Usti nad Labern, Czechoslovakia 
Death: After January 23, 1943 
Oswiecim, Auschwitz, Poland 
Immediate Family: Son of Leopold Laufer and Anna Laufer 
Husband of Liese Laufer 
Father of George Laufer 
Brother of Josef Laufer, Laura Press, Selma Laufer, 
Robert Laufer, Kamilla Laufer and 2 others 
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Rudolf 'Rudi'' Laufer 


Birthdate: June 03, 1904 

Birthplace: Vienna, Austria 

Death: circa 1990 

Netherlands 

Immediate Family: Son of Hermann Armin Laufer and Betti Laufer 
Husband of Friedchen Frieda Laufer (Ferber) 
Brother of David Laufer, Kalmar Kalmann Laufer, 
Grethe Krakauer, Jeanette Jeanetta Raschkowan, 
Markus Laufer and others 

Occupation: Violinist, Band Leader 


The following shows a list of people being deported from France, including 
Rudolf Laufer, Frédéric Steissel and Charles Schifferes: 
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Ruth Bader Ginsburg 


And then, amongst my teaching files, I came across the following: 


Supreme Court of the Mnited States 
Washington, H.C. 205%3 


ScHAMBERS OF 


= RUTH RADER GINSBURG 


June 3, 1994 


Stephan Shiffers 
1636 Portal Dr., N.W.« 
Washington, D.c. 20012 


Dear Mr. Shiffers: 


I join your daughter in urging you to write of your 
memories, for the benefit of the children and grandchildren who 


should never forget. AS a souvenir of those you should keep in 
mind, I enclose a photograph showing three generations of 


fortunate people. 


With appreciation, 


re oe ype 


Ruth Bader Ginsburg 


Enclosure 





129 


The following 1s a letter that was sent to Justice Ginsburg: 


June 28, 2010 


Dear Justice Ginsburg, 


Enclosed please find the beginning of two books I have written. The first book is my 
father's story, telling about his life growing up in Vienna, Austria. The second one tells 
the story of my family's efforts, and eventual success, in leaving Vienna, based on 
hundreds of letters that were found in my father's basement. 


At the moment, both books are being edited. But I did want to send you part of each. I 
also wanted to thank you so very much for meeting with my father and me years ago. 
Your insistence that he tell his story truly inspired him, as well as prompted me to 
undertake the daunting task of transcribing and translating all the letters, followed by 
writing my parents' story. It has truly turned out to be a labor of love and has revealed 
many aspects of my parents that I can only now begin to appreciate. 


With many thanks and great admiration, 


Judith L. Shiffers 
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Stephan Shiffers' Shoah Interview 


S T E V E N S P I E L B E RG 


April 29, 2004 


Dear Stephen, 


I am thrilled to tell you that 2004 marks the 10" anniversary of Survivors 
of the Shoah Visual History Foundation. These have been exciting, 
productive, and wondrous years. In 1994, I could not fully foresee the 
power, impact, and success of this massive archive, or how your 
testimony and the 52,000 others we have collected would ultimately 
affect those who watch them. But survivors convinced me that their 
stories, your story, had to be told. 


Today, I am honored to tell you that young people and adults are 
watching your testimonies in schools, libraries, museums, and 
universities—not only in the United States, but in countries around the 
world. Through documentaries, special collections, educational products 
and progtams, and as research tools for scholars and researchers, yout 
testimonies are making a profound difference by creating a bridge 
between history and contemporaty issues. 


It is thanks to you, and your willingness to recall, retell, and record 
testimony, that all this is possible. The archive will serve as a valuable 
tesoutce not only for countless people today, but for future generations. 
It is through your generosity that children 100 years from now and 
beyond will hear and learn about the terrible consequences of hatred and 
tacism. By hearing your voice and seeing your face, they will recognize 
that they have the power to bring about change and act against 
intolerance. — 


I want to thank you so very much for your priceless contribution to the 
Shoah Foundation archive. You are helping us to achieve our urgent 
mission to overcome prejudice, intolerance, and bigotry — and the 
suffering they cause — through the educational use of the Foundation's 


visual history testimonies. 


I am proud of what we have accomplished together, and you have made 
it possible. I thank you for your priceless gift. 


All my best, 


SURVIVORS OF THE SHOAH VISUAL HISTORY FOUNDATION ° PosT OFFICE Box 3168 ° Los ANGELES, CA 90078- 


A copy of the transcription of Stephan Shiffers' Shoah Interview can be found in My 
Story, Appendix A 
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